Mission

Staff Members

The Georgia United Methodist
Foundation’s mission is to help
United Methodist churches,
ministries and members in
Georgia sow seeds of faith for
future generations.

Ministries
Investment Services to manage
and grow funds in a socially
responsible manner.
Legacy Ministry Webinars to
provide for the long-term support
of churches and ministries.
Planned Giving to connect United
Methodists to causes that matter.
Lending Services to extend
below-market loans to churches
and ministries.
Fundraising Services to assist
churches and ministries with
capital campaigns.
Grants and Scholarships to
support vital ministries and
future leaders of the Church.
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From our Board Chair, President & Senior Vice President
Dear Friends:
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation is surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, faithful United
Methodists, who embrace our connection and realize that we are much stronger together than apart. In
2012, we changed our mission statement to “Legacy: Sowing seeds of faith for future generations” and
launched our Legacy Ministry Webinar program to reflect our emphasis on assisting United Methodist
churches and ministries in Georgia with developing planned giving programs that will provide for the
long-term support of the ministries in which they are engaged. The Foundation helps you raise money
for your church ministries and supports you by:
• Managing over $100 million in assets, most of which belongs to United Methodist churches
		and members.
• Offering opportunities to invest in the Development Fund. Included in the $100 million of
		 assets managed is $27 million in Development Fund investments. Of the $27 million, $7 million 		
		 is invested by individuals and $20 million is invested by churches and ministries.
• Extending $25 million in loans to churches to further their efforts in doing ministry.
		 The $27 million in Development Fund investments made this possible.
• Helping churches conduct capital campaigns that have raised over $11 million.
• Giving away $467,000 in monies received from planned gifts or interest in the last five years, 		
		 including $208,000 in scholarships.

“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the
race marked out for us...”
– Hebrews 12:1

On behalf of our board of trustees and the staff of the Georgia United Methodist Foundation,
we want to thank you for allowing us to be your partners in ministry.
Blessings,

Kermit R. Griner, Jr.
Chairman

Charles W. Savage II
President

Wayne Racz
Senior Vice President
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Fort Family Legacy Helps Future Christian Leaders

Left to right: Edna and Mary Fort visit with
nephew Brad Bailey.

D

uring the height of the depression,
Robert Bridges and Mamie Phillips Fort
scrimped and saved from his mail carrier salary so that their daughters, Mary and Edna,
could attain a college education. The Forts’
love of the Lord, Hamilton UMC and the
surrounding community ignited within these
two sisters a lifelong love of learning and devotion to The United Methodist Church.
In 1996, Mary and Edna established a
$35,000 endowment with the former South
Georgia United Methodist Foundation. They
specified that each year the Columbus district
superintendent distribute 80 percent of the
annual earnings to support
worthy and needy students
studying in the field of
Christian education and
preparing for ordained
ministry with The South
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Georgia Conference of The United Methodist
Church.
“Both valued education. Mary was a history
teacher at Columbus High School for over 40
years and received a lot of wonderful honors.
Edna taught second grade in Thomasville for
over 40 years,” said niece Bettie Fort Edwards
of Columbia, South Carolina. “They were
humble, smart, happy, caring, and fun-loving
people who enjoyed life. They were deeply
committed Christians and deeply committed to their church. They wanted to leave this
legacy because of their commitment to education and their faith, which were so important
to them.”
Rev. Dan MacMinn served as pastor of
Hamilton UMC from 1987 to 1993 when
Mary and Edna were members. “They were
dear, sweet ladies who were doers, not just
talkers. They taught Sunday school. They
were women of prayer, and they were wonderful witnesses as to how their faith made a
difference in their lives,” he said. “They created a wonderful place where people could
come and be loved and accepted, and that
legacy still lives on at Hamilton church.”
Betsy Stone grew up in Hamilton. “They
were unselfish servants of the Lord,” she said.
“They worked all of their lives and realized
the importance of frugality and stewardship
of the resources that God had given them.”

Mary passed away in 2002, and after Edna
followed two years later, the Foundation
received over $834,000 from their estate. This
significant increase in the Fort endowment
has generated more than $66,000 in scholarship funding for students in the past two
years alone.
“These two sisters had the foresight to see
there would be a need for ministers long
beyond our generation, and seeing that need,
they made provision,” said Columbus district
superintendent Dr. Buddy Cooper. “Wherever people are in Columbus whose education
is in Christian ministry, their names will be
lifted up in gratitude.”

The Fort sisters
donated stained
glass windows to
Hamilton UMC
in honor of
their parents.

White’s Chapel UMC Endorses Legacy Ministry Webinar

W

hite’s Chapel UMC has the distinction
of being the only black United Methodist church in Rockdale County. For 142 years,
generations have fulfilled the Church’s mission by loving God and neighbors, introducing the world to Christ, helping struggling
families, and ministering to the homeless.
Like Apostle Paul, the faithful disciples
of White’s Chapel UMC have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. When
faced with foreclosure, White’s Chapel UMC
prayed for a solution to save their church.
Relief came unexpectedly when the Georgia
United Methodist Foundation found a way to
help them avoid foreclosure so that they can
continue to positively influence their community.
Although the idea of developing a building
fund had been on senior pastor Rev. Harold
Cobb’s heart for quite some time, this was the
wake-up call White’s Chapel UMC needed to
provide for the long-term financial stability of
their church.
“We look around the world, our community
and the State of Georgia and see churches are
disappearing from the landscape,” said Avon
Hamm, church council chairman. “When the
Foundation invited us to participate in a pilot
Legacy Ministry Webinar to start an endowment, we thought it was a great idea because
we want to be around for another 142 years.”

A personal experience also reinforced
Avon’s passion for the Legacy Ministry
program. “When my aunt passed, she gave
her money to a college,” he said. “She hadn’t
even thought about giving it to her church,
and she had been a member of White’s Chapel all of her life.”

Left to right: Bishop B. Michael Watson and church
council chairman Avon Hamm pose for a picture.
Below: Rev. Harold Cobb speaks with members
of White’s Chapel UMC.

The Legacy Ministry Webinar helps churches jumpstart their endowment, which is a
fund that can be invested to establish a permanent source of income to support programs and ministries such as missions, scholarships, building maintenance, and other
needs. Each month for 12 months during a
45-minute interactive webinar, the Foundation provides step-by-step instructions for
designing and implementing a customized
Legacy Ministry program. White’s Chapel
UMC, along with Bethlehem First UMC, Decatur First UMC, and Riverside UMC in Macon, has completed nine of the 12 webinars.
“The Legacy Ministry helps the church in
a number of ways. It has brought forth ideas
from other participants outside of our community. It has helped me understand The
Book of Discipline of The United Methodist
Church, the role of the pastor and the leaders of our church, resolutions, charge conferences, and gift acceptance policies,” Avon
said. “The webinar has also taught us how
to introduce planned giving while overcoming skepticism of the local church. You have
to understand in the black community and
the black church, this type of program is very
rare. We usually don’t have any money in reserve. I recommend that all United Methodist
churches participate in the Legacy Ministry in
order to accomplish the goals of the Church
and fulfill its mission.”
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Atlanta Decatur Oxford District Trustees Strengthen the Connection

S

“

I have always shared that
we have a resource, which
is the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation.
Before you go to a bank,
why don’t you look into
the Foundation and see
how they can help you?

“

– Rev. Sharma D. Lewis
Atlanta Decatur Oxford
district superintendent
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hortly after Rev. Sharma D. Lewis took the
reigns as superintendent of the Atlanta Decatur
Oxford district in 2010, the district trustees invested
in the Georgia United Methodist Foundation Development Fund.
“We invested because first of all we are connectional, and we believe in the Foundation,” Sharma
said. “We invested because we knew we would get
better rates than at a bank, and with the best rates,
come low risk. We also wanted to make sure that
we were socially responsible in our investment.”
When United Methodist churches, entities, clergy and laity invest in the Development Fund, it
strengthens the connection. “It’s a triple win. Win
#1 is that 100 percent of the investment is used to
provide below-market loans to United Methodist
churches in need of financing,” Sharma said. “Win
#2 occurs because United Methodists earn aboveaverage interest rates and peace of mind. Win #3
is because asset management fees allow the Foundation to give grants and scholarships to United
Methodists.
“The Foundation has partnered with the Atlanta
Decatur Oxford district in working with White’s
Chapel UMC and Ousley UMC on the refinancing
of their loans, as well as assisting Conyers First
UMC with construction financing and planned giving. The Foundation is making a difference because
the staff is very competent and also very helpful.
They have made themselves available in educating
our people.”
As a district superintendent, clergy, churches and
leadership teams frequently ask Sharma for advice.
“I have always shared that we have a resource,
which is the Georgia United Methodist Foundation.
Before you go to a bank, why don’t you look into
the Foundation and see how they can help you?

Visit youtube.com/gaumfoundation to view
Rev. Sharma D. Lewis in our Sowing Seeds of Faith video.

The Foundation allows us to invest our money and
the money stays within the Methodist church. It
stays within the connection, and as we invest, it
helps our churches whether we are in North Georgia or South Georgia.”

Development Fund investments made it possible for
Conyers First UMC, Ousley UMC and White’s Chapel
UMC to find favorable financing from the Georgia
United Methodist Foundation.

Refinance Brings Mt. Zion UMC Comfort and Financial Freedom

L

ike many churches, Mt. Zion UMC in
Marietta had experienced a decline in
giving due to the recession. Fortunately,
its leadership discovered the Georgia
United Methodist Foundation Loan Fund
offered a solution that eased its financial
burden while providing a newfound
sense of comfort and freedom.
“Many of our people are young families.
But many of our people who are retired
and on fixed income are the folks who got
us where we are today. So here we were
with a lovely building, a $3.3 million loan
and a population that was less able to support that mortgage,” said senior pastor
Dr. Joe Peabody. “The church leadership
began to ask, ‘Is there a better way? A lot
of people are refinancing their homes, is
it possible for us to refinance the church
mortgage?’ When we got in touch with

the Foundation, we discovered we could
refinance our loan at a far better rate than
we were able to get from the bank that
was handling our financial affairs.”
“The Foundation understands church
loans in ways that commercial bankers
don’t. I found that they were not only
very knowledgeable, but very professional and flexible,” said church treasurer and
retired banker Bob Irving. “The Foundation tailored a loan that met our objectives.
We are set for a long period of time, and
that gives us a great deal of comfort in the
church.”
The monies formerly used to pay interest can now be channeled into programs
that support Mt. Zion UMC’s mission of
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

“I will retire in June. I am very glad that
here at the end of my ministry, I leave the
Mt. Zion church knowing that as it pays
for this loan, it does so at the best rate
possible,” Joe said. “I have no hesitancy
saying to every Methodist church that
they ought to take a long, hard look at the
Foundation for financing major projects.
They can expect to receive a loan discussion that will make them and their people
happy as they move on about the work of
the kingdom of God.”

Left to right: senior pastor Dr. Joe Peabody,
treasurer Bob Irving and finance chair
Scott Smith assisted with the refinance.

Visit youtube.com/gaumfoundation to view
Dr. Joe Peabody and Bob Irving in our Sowing Seeds of Faith video.
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Villa Rica First UMC at The Garden
Grows Christians in New Facility

Sonja and Bob Bradley

P

“My faith by having this new facility has been
increased because it offers so much for us to do what
God wants us to, and that is to bring other people
to know Jesus Christ.”
– Bob Bradley

ter
Rev. Derek Por .
y
a
d
n
u
S
on Palm

8

preached

erhaps you’ve heard the expression, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with
a single step.” For Villa Rica First UMC at The Garden, their journey began seven
years ago when they purchased 18.5 acres of land off Carrollton-Villa Rica Highway.
For more than 100 years, Villa Rica First UMC had served its community in its
original location. Due to visibility, growth and parking issues, they needed a better
location and a larger facility to help bring new people to Jesus Christ. In 2012, the
Georgia United Methodist Foundation directed a capital campaign entitled, “Legacy:
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow” that enabled the church to build a new facility that
now welcomes more than 400 people each week.
“The Foundation was instrumental in allowing me to lead the church spiritually
while it undertook the financial aspects of our endeavor,” said lead pastor
Rev. Derek Porter. “But also it was a spiritual undertaking for us because it was
people giving above and beyond tithing and stepping into the vision that God had
brought here knowing that they were doing God’s will and that they were a part of
placing a foundation for another 100 years into this community.”
Three years ago Villa Rica First UMC was struggling to find an identity. “We were
spending $150,000 a year on the mortgage payment for the land, but were not getting any benefit for it. We decided to start a vegetable garden on the property to provide food for low-income families. Our first vegetable garden is underneath this new
building, and it grew 18,512-square-feet of ministry area,” Derek said. “We’ve rolled
that into our ministry and our identity. We are now raising up children as well. The
model that we’ve learned is that it’s not about the seeds, it’s about the soil. If the soil
is healthy, the seeds can grow better. So we’ve placed this as our soil, as the garden
for us to grow Christians and to minister to Christians in the community.”
Capital campaign finance chair Bob Bradley has been a member of Villa Rica First
UMC for 37 years. “My faith by having this new facility has been increased because
it offers so much for us to do what God wants us to, and that is to bring other people
to know Jesus Christ,” he said. “God is part of our lives and part of this church life.
It’s being played out every day of the week, not just on Sundays, because of all the
ministries we have. We’re a much more vibrant and healthy church to move forward
as we hope to use this facility for how God would have us to use it. I just thank God
for what we have today.”
Bob also expressed his gratitude to the Foundation for the expertise, leadership
and guidance provided to make it a successful capital campaign.

Visit youtube.com/gaumfoundation to view Rev. Derek Porter and Bob Bradley
in our Sowing Seeds of Faith video.

Meet 4 of our 67 Scholarship Recipients

E

very year, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation partners with the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation and United Methodist
churches to award United Methodist Dollars for Scholars scholarships to deserving students attending United Methodist institutions of higher
education in Georgia. In 2012, we awarded 67 scholarships. The four students below share the impact these scholarships have had on their lives.

Chloe Fowler, sophomore
Wesleyan College
Co-sponsor: Gray UMC

Philip Kuntz, senior
Candler School of Theology
Co-sponsor: Dunwoody UMC

Jaeyong Song, 2013 graduate
Candler School of Theology
Co-sponsor: Still Waters UMC

“I am a nursing major. After
I graduate, I hope to work
in a neonatal unit because
I love little babies. I am so
very thankful for the financial
support that I have received,
which has helped me attend
college and buy books. Being
in a family who has always
gone to church and turned to
God for problems, it has been
very important to me to also
grow my education with God.
I love Wesleyan College, my
church and our conference.
It’s great to know that other
Methodists, who I don’t even
know, are supporting me.”

“I’ve always wanted to be a
United Methodist minister.
It’s what I feel called to do.
It’s where my talents can
be most utilized. It’s what I
enjoy doing. It’s where I’ve
learned the most in my life.
This scholarship I received
has been so helpful and so
crucial to me doing all the
things that I have hoped to
do. Money is always an issue
and expenses really pile
up. When I found out that I
received this scholarship, I
felt great relief and comfort.
It was exhilarating because
I realized I could do all the
things I needed to do to
enrich my ministry.”

“I just received my Master of
Divinity from Candler School
of Theology. I grew up in The
United Methodist Church
in Korea. When I decided to
study abroad in the United
States, some pastors and
mentors who graduated from
Candler recommended I
come here. I was very excited
and very grateful when I
received the scholarship from
the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation because it helped
pay my tuition so that I could
finish my degree and start
my ministry after
graduation.”

Visit youtube.com/gaumfoundation to view the students in our Sowing Seeds of Faith video.

Aleta Walker, sophomore
Clark Atlanta University
Co-sponsor: United Methodist
Children’s Home
“I plan to become a social
worker. Getting an education
is so important to me because
I saw how my mother
struggled, even after we
were taken away. When I
went into foster care, I was
bounced around from home
to home. I want to be able
to give my children what
she couldn’t give me, and
also return the favor to her
for taking care of us the best
way she could. I would like
to thank the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation for this
scholarship, which enabled
me to come to the school that
I’ve always dreamed of.”
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500 Coats are an
Answer to Prayer

W

hen Norcross Cooperative Ministry ran out of
coats, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation
teamed up with Norcross First UMC to raise monies to
purchase 500 new ones.
“All summer long and from spring through to fall, we
save coats, we wash coats, we mend coats, and we pile
them in big boxes. They were all gone by the end of
November. We were without coats for our children in
the middle of the winter when it was really cold,” said
Norcross Cooperative Ministry clothing coat coordinator Murlene Dubay. “And we just prayed, ‘Please send
us those coats because we need them so badly.’ The
Georgia United Methodist Foundation was an answer
to our prayers. And I just think the good Lord works
in many ways and one was to provide those coats for
us. And you’ve never seen the joy in a child’s eye when
they get a new coat. That’s just a real blessing. It’s like
new shoes and a new coat, boy, I have it made.”
Norcross First UMC has been
a long-time supporter of
Norcross Cooperative Ministry.

S3 Builds Close Relationships

I

n 2012, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation provided a grant to S3,
a two-year small group program for South Georgia clergy that focuses on
Sabbath, Study, and Service. Isolated pastors may feel a sense of competition
among other clergy and churches. S3 breaks down these barriers so that pastors can build trust, develop close relationships and share openly.
Rev. David Wood, executive director of GNTV Media Ministry in Macon,
shares his story.
“The most relaxing day of my year occurred on our S3
retreat to West Virginia. I was up for about 23 hours
straight. This long day was relaxing because of our sharing this day together as a group while traveling. We were
anxious about arriving, we were excited about getting
away – many of us leaving young families behind. But ultimately we became tired, weary and freed by the lateness
of the hour. Starting about 2 a.m. the conversation became
real and honest in a way that you can’t get without sleep
Rev. David Wood
deprivation. The laughter became inviting. The tears
real – both from joy and sadness – the atmosphere was
supportive, caring, and insightful. S3 has provided some exciting time and some
valuable learning. The study of Leadership has been great. The trip to Chick-fil-A
Headquarters in Atlanta to learn about their style and practice was truly awesome.
We have grown closer with new friends – clergy – facing challenges, but bound by
a desire to share Jesus with others. S3 has been great for me and my ministry. I look
forward to even more this second year.”

Left to right: Executive director
Shirley Cabe and volunteer Murlene
Dubay are grateful for the support
that enables this ministry to serve
thousands of clients each month.
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Visit youtube.com/gaumfoundation to view Murlene Dubay
in our Sowing Seeds of Faith video.

2012 Financials
GEORGIA UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION
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