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Bishop King Embraces the “Final Tithe”

B

ishop James R. King, Jr.
has served as the episcopal
leader of the South Georgia
Annual Conference since 2008.
In this interview, Bishop King celebrates the impact of the Georgia
United Methodist Foundation’s
ministry in equipping United
Methodists to leave a lasting
legacy.
GUMF: How does the Foundation
impact the life and ministries of
the South Georgia Conference?
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Embraces
the
“Final Tithe”
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St. Timothy UMC
Gets a Face-Lift!

BISHOP KING: After watching a
presentation by Foundation Senior
Vice President Rev. Wayne Racz on
the concept of the “Final Tithe,” I
grew excited over this powerful
tool for ministry. My definition of
tithing involves giving one-tenth
of our income or possessions to
the church. Less than 3% of Americans, including United Methodists, leave a gift to God after death.
However, many remain unaware
of the ability to continue giving
after death. The Foundation empowers an individual to continue
tithing beyond this life. The Final
Tithe enables the church to reflect
and respond to the kingdom of
God far into the future.
GUMF: Why do you consider the
Final Tithe a timely subject for
the church?
BISHOP KING: The general
population of the United States is

Bishop James R. King, Jr.
aging. Many of the faithful tithers
will pass into the glory of heaven.
A great need exists to educate
the approaching generations on
the importance of tithing. The
Final Tithe allows the church to
maintain and grow in its ministry
during the years required to teach
coming generations the important
Christian discipline of tithing.
GUMF: Do you believe the Final
Tithe concept to be theologically
sound?
BISHOP KING: Yes! Jesus said,
‘For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.’ The heart
of a Christian is an eternal reality.
The ministries dear to our hearts
will be touched by our involvement now, and beyond this life.
Allowing our treasure to continue
supporting these ministries of the
story continued on page 3

2

Schedule Your
Consultation!

Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II
President/CEO

The Georgia United Methodist
Foundation is passionate
about stewardship and the
provision for ministry. One
of our greatest joys is when
we are asked to preach,
give presentations, conduct
webinars, or meet one-on-one
with donors who are looking
for legacy giving ideas that
will strengthen their church’s
ability to impact future
generations. I was recently
invited by a church to give
a stewardship presentation.
The message focused on the
importance of aligning your
values with God’s values.
Afterwards, I was approached
by two members who needed
help planning their estate and
charitable giving in a way that
benefited their families and
church family. Please know
that our goal is to also serve as
your partner in ministry. If you
feel your church has missed
out on the opportunity of
establishing an endowment or
that it’s time to consider giving
a planned gift to help your
church or favorite ministry,
please contact me at
770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or
csavage@gumf.org.

Legacy

Investment Performance
The Foundation manages $120 million of investment funds on behalf of
United Methodist churches and entities in Georgia.
Investment Funds

Quarter

1 Year

3-Year Average

5-Year Average

Equity Fund*

4.25%

24.55%

13.66%

17.05%

Multiple Asset Fund

3.61%

17.56%

9.96%

13.23%

Fixed Income Fund

1.24%

2.94%

3.24%

4.17%

Returns as of 6/30/14 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results.
All funds are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United
Methodist Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented on
12/31/09, the performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, entities and
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates on CD-like certificates, while
providing the financial resources to support the Loan Fund.
Certificates

4-Year

3-Year

2-Year

1-Year

Current Rates

2.40%

2.00%

1.50%

1.30%

Rates as of September 2014. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches and
entities in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or renovate
facilities.
Types

Construction
Permanent

Terms

Rates

Less Than 1 Year

5.15% Fixed

Up to 20 Years

4.50%**

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan.
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, visit
gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or scan the QR Code
below to sign up for the latest news.
facebook.com/GeorgiaUnitedMethodistFoundation
twitter.com/gaumfoundation
youtube.com/gaumfoundation

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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The Foundation continues its interview with Bishop
James R. King, Jr. of the South Georgia Conference
GUMF: Should my local church
establish an endowment fund
with the Foundation?
BISHOP KING: Absolutely! A
church involved in perpetual tithing is a church engaged in transBishop James R. King, Jr.
forming the world for God’s kingdom. However, if the local church
continued from page 1
does not offer an endowment fund,
heart beyond our death is theologi- the members are denied access to
cally consistent. Heart and treasure participating in this powerful misare eternally linked! South Georsion. North Central District Supergia United Methodists possess big
intendent Dr. Rick Lanford states,
hearts. Repeatedly I have witnessed ‘People cannot give to a fund the
God’s people engaged in remarkchurch doesn’t provide!’ I would
able ministries through their givlike to add to Rick’s assertion. A
ing. The Final Tithe allows these
church can provide a fund, but if
remarkable Christians to continue
the congregation remains unaware
their involvement in remarkable
of its existence, few legacy gifts will
ministries. We need to help South
be given. Education about the fund
Georgia United Methodists grow in must accompany its establishment.
their awareness of the beauty and
power of the Final Tithe. The Foun- GUMF: How does my church start
dation serves as our instrument
an endowment fund?
for helping educate people and
churches concerning this amazing
BISHOP KING: The Foundation
and eternal opportunity.
has created a tool that allows a
congregation to establish its endowGUMF: Practically speaking,
ment fund. This tool is the “Legacy
how can United Methodists
Ministry Webinar.” The webinar
participate in the Final Tithe?
consists of twelve 45-minute sessions. Participating in one session
BISHOP KING: United Methodper month will empower a local
ists can leave one-tenth, or a greater church to create an accessible and
percentage of their estate, to the
understandable fund in only one
Foundation to establish an endow- year. A church can contact Rev.
ment fund. This endowment is per- Wayne Racz at 912-972-1089 for
manent and can be designated to
more information concerning the
support their local church or other webinar program.
cherished ministries into the future.
The principal of the fund is held in GUMF: How does this help fulfill
perpetuity, allowing it to generate
our mission “to make disciples of
income for the ministries they hold Jesus Christ for the transformation
dear. The Foundation administers
of the world?”
this fund in concert with the desire
of the donor.
BISHOP KING: To answer that, I
want to paint you an image. One

Legacy

day when you get to heaven, a
young person approaches you and
says, ‘Because of your generosity
in leaving a Final Tithe, I received
a scholarship to go on a youth trip
with my church. During that trip,
one of the leaders invited me to
accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and
Savior. I did, and it changed my
life. That’s why I am here today.
Thank you!’ That young person
could be someone you never met.
Or, it could be your grandchild.
Either way, through your generosity, you continued to impact lives
for Jesus Christ even after your life
on earth was over. That is truly a
lasting legacy.
GUMF: Are there other ways that
the Foundation is having an impact in South Georgia?
BISHOP KING: I believe that the
Foundation’s Development Fund
and Loan Program are real blessings. The Development Fund offers
a CD type of investment at rates
that are usually better than bank
rates. The money invested in the
Development Fund is used to make
loans to United Methodist churches
in Georgia, usually at loan rates
that are less than what the banks
charge. I know of churches in South
Georgia that have greatly reduced
their interest expense in their budgets through a loan with the Foundation. If any United Methodists
in South Georgia have bank CDs
that are maturing, I would encourage them to contact the Foundation
and consider a Development Fund
certificate. They may get a better
rate and help to support United
Methodist churches at the same
time. That’s a win-win for them and
God’s kingdom. n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

St. Timothy UMC
Gets a Face-Lift!
The Foundation
offered a better rate,
provided sound advice
and personal attention,
and served as a good
stewardship resource.

S

– Rev. Ellynda Lipsey

t. Timothy UMC in Stone Mountain received a
face-lift that enhances the worship experience
and look, functionality and safety of its facilities. The renovations are being funded primarily by
a low-interest loan from the Georgia United Methodist Foundation.
“We paid off our mortgage for a building that was
built in 1987 and realized there were several major
improvements that we needed to make that were
essential for our present ministry,” said Rev. Ellynda
Lipsey, senior pastor of St. Timothy UMC. “We hope
to attract new members as people sense the newness
and more inviting appeal.”
Updates to the sanctuary included a new air conditioning and heating system and projection screens
for audio/visual presentations. The fellowship hall
and cafeteria at St. Timothy School, which is a Methodist School of Excellence for preschool through
fifth grade, received new flooring. Unsightly fascia
boards were replaced with low-maintenance siding.
Roofing issues and problem areas in the parking lot
were also addressed.
There were several reasons the leadership at St.
Timothy UMC chose to partner with the Foundation. “The Foundation offered a better rate, provided
sound advice and personal attention, and served as a
good stewardship resource,” Ellynda said. “They are
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investing in our future as we offer hope, hospitality, the
beauty of holiness, and a safe place for folks of all ages.”
The fact that the Foundation is part of the United
Methodist connection was also important. “We are a
multi-cultural church family with 25 nations represented. This was an opportunity for our congregation to understand that we are part of a network of churches that
draws strength from a broader base. Others can benefit
from our story and how we were able to do this face-lift
because we were connected.”
To read more about the ministry of St. Timothy UMC,
visit gumf.org. n

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries
Investment Services to manage and grow funds in
a socially responsible manner.
Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to
churches and ministries.
Endowments and Legacy Ministry Webinars to
establish a permanent source of income to support
a church’s ministry programs.

Planned Giving Services to help plan your estate
and charitable giving in a way that benefits you,
your family and your United Methodist church
or ministry.
Fundraising Services to assist churches and
ministries with capital campaigns.
Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries
and future leaders of the church.

