
The Georgia United Method-
ist Foundation Development 
Fund is a unique investment 

opportunity that offers financial and 
spiritual rewards. When you pur-
chase 1-, 2-, 3- and/or 4-year cer-
tificates, you will earn consistently 
higher returns than bank CDs or 
Money Market accounts. Your invest-
ment also allows the Foundation to 
underwrite loans to United Method-
ist churches and ministries in Georgia 
for new construction, expansion and 
renovation of existing facilities, pur-
chase of building sites, and refinanc-
ing of other financial institution’s 
loans.
   Since its inception, hundreds of 
investors have merged their faith and 
finances while helping to strengthen 
The United Methodist Church. 
Thanks to $20 million invested by 
United Methodist churches and 
ministries and $7 million invested 
by individuals, the Foundation has 
been able to extend $25 million in 
low-interest loans to help grow vital 
ministries in Georgia.
   Read on to discover why Rev. Dr. 
Charles Wilson, and his wife Carolyn, 
of Sautee Nacoochee, Mt. Nebo UMC 

in Dallas, and Mulberry Street UMC 
in Macon invested in the Develop-
ment Fund.

Wilsons Trust in the Lord
Preacher Charles Wilson (a.k.a. IZOD 
Charlie) faithfully served the North 
Georgia Conference for 64 years 
before retiring from ministry. When 
he needed to begin taking required 
minimum distributions from his pen-
sion account, he discovered that the 
Development Fund was paying more 
than twice what he could earn from 
local bank CDs. 
   The Wilsons purchased four cer-
tificates. Their decision to invest 
with the Foundation was based on 
more than just higher interest rates. 
“I believe in The United Methodist 
Church, the North Georgia Confer-
ence and your organization. I trust 
you folks, not knowing you person-
ally, but knowing the system,” he 
said. “I’m happy that the money we 
have invested can be loaned out to 
produce a long-term good effect for 
the Church. These little churches 
need help, and I’m glad you’re there 
to provide it! 
                       story continued on page 3
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Certificates                              4-Year                  3-Year                  2-Year                  1-Year

Current Rates                  2.40%               2.00%       1.50%               1.30% 

Rates as of September 2013. For current  rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

     Types                                                        Terms                                                        Rates

Construction Less than 1 Year    5.15% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years       4.50%**

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. 
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Investment Performance
The Foundation manages over $100 million of investment funds on behalf    
of United Methodist churches and ministries in Georgia.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, ministries and               
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates, while providing the financial          
resources to support the Loan Fund.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches and 
ministries in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or renovate 
facilities.

Investment Funds          Quarter               1 Year            3-Year Average      5-Year Average

      

Equity Fund*               1.86% 20.23% 15.76% 5.62%

Multiple Asset Fund   -0.49% 12.84% 11.63% 5.78%

Fixed Income Fund   -1.63% 0.45% 3.04% 5.15%

Returns as of 6/30/13 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. 
Both funds are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The 
United Methodist Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented 
on 12/31/09, the performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.

Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II
President

Over the next 50 years, 
between $41 trillion and 
$136 trillion will pass from 
older Americans to younger 
generations. Nearly 60 
percent of Americans do not
have a will. And only 
8 percent of American wills 
contain any charitable 
giving whatsoever. The 
Foundation can help United 
Methodists plan their estate 
and charitable giving in a 
way that benefits you, your 
family and your church or 
charity. We can also help 
churches and ministries 
by providing professional 
funds management and 
investment services for 
endowments to help secure 
the financial future of the 
Church. An endowment is a 
fund that can be invested to 
create a permanent source of 
income to support a church’s 
ministry programs such as 
missions and scholarships. 
Endowments may also 
be used for building 
maintenance. Call us today 
at 770-449-6726 or  
877-220-5664. United 
Methodists hold the key to 
establishing a legacy to bless 
future generations.

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube or 
visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or scan the QR Code 
below to sign up for the latest news.

 facebook.com/GeorgiaUnitedMethodistFoundation

 twitter.com/gaumfoundation

 youtube.com/gaumfoundation

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.



   “This is the Lord’s money. Everything we’ve got is His, and I trust in 
the Lord to take care of us. I really do have a sense of the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit and of God and in Christ in all of this. Just as we sing, “he 
walks with me and talks with me and he tells me I am his own,” it gives 
one confidence to live day-by-day by faith and trust in the Lord.”

Mt. Nebo UMC Investment Safeguards 
Cemetery and Building Funds
Mt. Nebo UMC is a 150+ year-old church with a mission: follow Christ, love one another, make disciples. 
In May, the finance committee and administrative council realized it was in the church’s long-term best 

interest to invest in the Development Fund. They purchased four 4-year 
certificates using monies from their cemetery and future building funds.
   As a small church with 120+ members, the leadership was relieved to 
know they no longer had to worry about who had the expertise to man-
age their funds and whether they picked the right financial institution. 
Previously their funds were kept in a savings account and short-term 
CD. “By investing with the Foundation, we have skilled people who 
know what they are doing, and we now have opportunities for continued 
growth,” said pastor Rev. Patricia Dunbar.
   Their investment also brought a sense of peace. “I recently spoke with 

a gentleman who is single and has no family. He serves on our cemetery committee and was concerned 
about who was going to take care of his resting place when he passes,” Pat said. “We put the cemetery 
monies into the Development Fund for the purpose of creating a perpetual fund. We wanted to make 
sure that in the future we are able to continue to honor and respect the resting places of the saints who 
have gone before us.”

Mulberry Street UMC Investment Builds God’s Kingdom
G. Russell (Russ) Barber, Jr. recently found himself in a unique position. As treasurer of Mulberry Street 
UMC, he was tasked with putting $1,000 in interest income into the 2013 budget at a time when their 
Money Market account was paying practically zero. And as the Foundation finance/audit committee 
chair, board of trustee and executive committee member, he also wanted to 
support the ministry he has served since 1999.
   “I explained to our finance committee that the Foundation sells Devel-
opment Fund certificates and that the money is used to make loans to 
churches. I revealed that I am a Foundation trustee, and while I wasn’t to-
tally independent, I had knowledge that the Foundation is a $100 million 
operation with $25 million in good quality loans outstanding,” Russ said. 
“I recommended we invest $150,000 in 1- and 2-year certificates, identified 
that we could earn higher interest rates, and addressed the fact that while 
the Development Fund is not insured, the money we had in our checking 
account wasn’t either because it exceeded the allowable amount insured by the FDIC.”
   The committee recognized there was a greater good at work and embraced the idea of using the money 
to build God’s kingdom. “This was a way to do good for both organizations that I have a responsibil-
ity for,” Russ said. “I believe investing in the Development Fund is an easy way for churches to start a 
relationship with the Foundation, which is our own Methodist financial institution, because CDs are so 
understandable.” n
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W hen Ralph B. Hopson passed away in 
1953, he bequeathed 100 shares of The 
Coca-Cola Company common stock to 

Quitman UMC. The stocks were later redeemed 
and combined with planned gifts from other faith-
ful members to establish an endowment fund that 
ensures countless generations will benefit from 
the ministries provided by Quitman 
UMC.
   The Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation has been manag-
ing Quitman UMC’s nearly 
$1 million endowment since 
2005. “The purpose of the en-
dowment fund is to allow the 
church to function and carry 
on its operations in ministry at 
a higher level than we would be 
able to do if we were depending 
just on members’ annual giving,” 
said pastor Rev. Michael Brown. “I’m 
very excited to know that Mr. Hopson and 
other members in smaller ways had the foresight 
to provide for the future of the church.”
   The endowment enables Quitman UMC to host 
a food pantry twice per month, send food home 
every weekend during the school year to 20 el-
ementary school-aged children, provide utili-
ties assistance to families in need, and sponsor a 
weekly ecumenical Sunday school program at a

local retirement home.
   “If it weren’t for the endowment, I’m not sure 
the community outreach could happen. I’m not 
sure that the church could still have an elder as 
a pastor and receive this type of ministerial sup-
port,” Michael said, “and I think we would have 
to cut back on programming just to keep the 

doors open and the lights on.”
   Foundation senior vice president 

Rev. Wayne Racz recently visited 
with Quitman UMC trustees 
to emphasize the importance 
of promoting legacy giving 
and growing generous givers. 
“People know that the endow-
ment exists and know that they 
can give to it. Wayne shared 

statistics that very few people 
have wills or provisions for chari-

table giving. We’re pointing out that 
it doesn’t have to be a huge amount of 

money. It could be a percentage of the estate,” 
Michael said. “The whole idea is that if the church 
is important, it needs to be recognized. I’m try-
ing to remind folks that they have an opportu-
nity both through giving in this life and through 
the  final tithe or legacy giving to provide for the 
future and help continue the good work that is 
going on at Quitman UMC.” n

Quitman UMC Endowment Supports Vital Ministries

Quitman UMC
501 East Screven Street 

Quitman, GA 31643
229-263-8622 

quitmanumc.org

Rev. Michael Brown
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Blue Ridge UMC Capital 

Campaign Exceeds Goal and 
Increases Annual Giving

For 135 years, United Methodists have been a witness for 
Christ in Blue Ridge. Blue Ridge UMC has always taken 
a leading role in serving the community through its out-

reach ministries and preschool program. However, there were 
signs that it was time for this caring family of faith to also 
focus on its own needs.
   “Our facilities are aging and lack accessibility for our older 
members. We needed to either upgrade our existing facilities 
or plan to build new ones,” said capital campaign chair Kevin 
Panter. “With deflated property values, we felt this was the 
best time to make plans and to let our members know that 
we are committed to the long-term growth of our church for 
generations to come.”
   Blue Ridge UMC partnered with the Georgia United Meth-
odist Foundation on its three-year “Laying the Foundation for 
Tomorrow” capital campaign. “I worked with the Foundation 
when I was at North Fayette UMC on restructuring our debt,” 
said senior pastor Rev. Doug Burrell. “I was impressed by the 
Foundation and knew I wanted to work with them again.” 
   Spiritually, the goal was to unite the church in its commit-
ment to Christ. Financially, the goal was to raise $600,000 for 
the purpose of purchasing property for which the church may 
choose to build on or may choose to hold and in the future 
sell at an appreciated price. Additionally, they earmarked             
10 percent for upgrades and repairs to their existing facilities. 
Thanks to prayer, strong leadership and clearly defined goals, 
the capital campaign was a kingdom success.
   Not only did Blue Ridge UMC exceed its campaign goal 
with contributions totaling $613,000, its annual giving also 
increased!
   “I had confidence that the Foundation was the right choice 
for us and felt like we were friends in ministry together,” 
Doug said. “I emphasized to the congregation that the Foun-
dation is part of our connectional family, and that we are 
multiplying the ministry of our church through the investment 
we make through the Foundation, and that it goes right back 
into other churches, which allows us to reach more people for 
Christ and transform lives.”
   Foundation director of fundraising services Nancy Young 
served as the campaign consultant. “She conducted the feasi-
bility study, provided weekly guidance, and established time-
lines and objectives,” Kevin said. “Having the prior history of 
giving trends for churches our size was very helpful, as well 
as having a game plan. It’s like playing football and having 
a playbook provided by the Foundation. We knew what the 
plays were and how to implement them.”  n

Row 1: Rev. doug Burrell, senior pastor

Row 2, left to right: Youth pledge support 
while Kevin Panter watches from pulpit.
Lloyd McKenzie shares his testimony.

Row 3: Members celebrate during the 
capital campaign kick-off.
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Blue Ridge UMC
322 West Main Street
Blue Ridge, GA 30513

706-632-2327
brumc.org
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Bill vogel is committed to 
His Faith, Family and investments

William A. Vogel, 
CFA, serves 
as president 

and CEO of Montag & 
Caldwell. At $16 billion, it 
is one of the top four 
investment firms in Geor-
gia. His interest in numbers 
and curiosity about how 
the capitalist system works 

started when he was 12-years-old after Bill’s father 
suggested he pick 10 stocks and attend his invest-
ment club meetings. Soon he was regularly invest-
ing his hard-earned monies from his paper route.
   Bill joined Montag & Caldwell in 1988 as a port-
folio manager and research analyst. He became 
CEO in 2006 and president in 2009. Bill received 
his master of business administration at Duke 
University and served as a commercial loan of-
ficer with First Union National Bank in Charlotte 
and Winston-Salem, North Carolina. In 1981, 
he worked as a securities analyst and portfolio 
manager for seven years in the Trust Investment 
Department of Wachovia Bank & Trust Co. in 
Winston-Salem. Bill graduated cum laude from 
Bucknell University with bachelors’ degree in 
science and art. 
   Bill’s commitment to his faith, family and in-
vestments keeps him busy. He has supported the 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation since 2000 
and currently chairs the investment committee 
and serves on the board of trustees and executive 
committee. “The Foundation serves a very im-
portant purpose providing needed services for a 
statewide population,” Bill said. “My career in 
investments and passion for this industry led me

toward serving in this area.”
   He chairs the Onnie Mae Spruill Foundation, heads 
the Dunwoody UMC endowment committee, and 
serves as a board member of the Grant Park Health 
Clinic and as an Advisory board member of Action 
Ministries. He is also a member of the Board of Visi-
tors of The Fuqua School of Business at Duke Univer-
sity, the Rotary Club of Atlanta, the CFA Institute and 
the CFA Society of Atlanta.
   Bill, and his wife Judy of 36 years, have three adult 
children, Chris, Kevin and Jennifer. n

Planned Giving Services to help plan your estate 
and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your 
family and your United Methodist church or ministry.

Fundraising Services to assist churches and 
ministries with capital campaigns.

Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries 
and future leaders of the Church.

investment Services to manage and grow funds in 
a socially responsible manner. 

Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to 
churches and ministries.

endowments and Legacy Ministry Webinars to 
establish a permanent source of income to support 
a church’s ministry programs. 

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries


