Your gift, when combined with the gifts of
others in an endowed fund, is an investment
that will continue to grow and provide support
for the future of First Church and its ministries.
No gift is too small; every gift is a witness and a
testament to your faith. We are happy to meet
with you in person or by telephone, to answer
your questions, or to study and pray with you or
other family members or advisors, as you choose.
You may want to talk with your own professional
advisors about your will and the potential
federal estate tax benefit of a charitable bequest.
Remember that the resources and staff of First
Church and the United Methodist Foundation of
Arkansas are available to help church members.

A number of First Church members have
promised to include a bequest to First
Church in their wills or have created
an endowed fund. Several others have
also taken this step, but prefer to remain
anonymous. Please talk with Senior
Pastor Chris Cooper or Pat Lile if you
have left a bequest or if you would like to
discuss doing so. Living bequest donors
are given a framed print of the original
calligraphic art of the great Hymn of
Promise, #707 in our hymnal. The brass
leaves on “The Promise Tree” bronze art
in the church administration hallway are
etched with names of all who have left a
bequest in the past, and those still living
who have made known a promise to
leave a bequest, including the following
faithful stewards:

		
Name _______________________________
Address _____________________________
City, State & Zip ______________________
Email _______________________________
Telephone ___________________________
I would like more info for the following:
____ Gifts by Bequest
____ Outright Gifts
____ Life Income Gifts
____ Programs on Planned Giving

Martha and the late Sam Sowell
Richard Butler, Jr
Carl Miller, Jr.
Nancy and Craig Wood
Mary Lou and Terry Rasco
Bob Kinzel
Pat and John Lile
Flo and Jim Deer
Lee and Bob Cress
Dr. Lamar Riggs
John Ed Chiles
Mary Remmel Wohlleb and Jim Wohlleb
Dianne and the late John Woodruff
Laine Harber
Veeta and Cal Biggers
Rebecca and Al McDowell
John Churchwell
Melinda and Eddie Martin
Marcia and Kelsy Caplinger

Make a FIRST PROMISE for your
LAST gift to First Church....and it
will become a LASTING GIFT!

The Reverend Chris Cooper and Pat Lile
Chris Cooper was named Senior Pastor of First
Church in July of 2012. Pat Lile was named the
Director of Planned Giving in 2010 to develop
a program to encourage members to leave a
bequest to First Church. Lile took the position
after retiring in 2007 as president and CEO of the
Arkansas Community Foundation, one of the
state’s five largest grant-making foundations.
Reverend Cooper and Lile work closely as
a team with the Board of Trustees, which is
the oversight and decision-making body for
the endowed Foundation Faith Funds of the
church. Along with the leaders of the annual
stewardship campaign, they have created a
program to promote a climate of generosity
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year-round in the church. In sowing these seeds,
With You on Your Journey
there is the promise of an ample harvest into the
foreseeable future, as permanently endowed
Faith Funds yield income for First Church and its
ministries in perpetuity.

firstunited
methodistchurch

firstunited
methodistchurch

“in the bulb there is the flower,
in the seed, an apple tree….
unrevealed until its season
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something
God alone can see.”
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Natalie Sleeth, Hymn of Promise
HYMN 707
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With You on Your Journey

Growing our giving
as we grow our faith

Kathryn and James Rice
Most Foundation Faith Funds are
permanently invested endowment
funds given by members as an act
of faith in the future of First United
Methodist Church. There are a number
of endowed funds that have been
established by action of the Board of
Trustees, by Sunday school classes, or by
individual members. Through the United
Methodist Foundation of Arkansas, the
principal of all FUMC endowed funds
is invested to produce annual income.
Although gifts are encouraged to any
of the individual endowments or to
create new endowed funds, there is
a particular focus on building the two
perpetual endowment funds established
by the Board of Trustees:
1. The Perpetual Endowment Fund:
distributions from this fund are
typically used to fund non-operating
budget expenditures such as capital
improvements, as approved by the
Board of Trustees.
2. The Child Development Center
Endowment Trust Fund: distributions
from this perpetual fund are used for
projects recommended by the CDC
Council and approved by the Board
of Trustees.
A gift to one of these Faith Funds
is a wonderful way to honor or to
memorialize a loved one, for birthdays,
anniversaries, Mother’s and Father’s
Days.

FUMC members knew and loved Katy and Jim Rice throughout their many
decades of service to the church. They raised their four children in First Church,
where Katy, a homemaker and active church volunteer, served as church
historian for decades. She wrote the history of First UMC, published in 1981. Jim,
a banker, was a fourth generation member of the church, whose grandparents
and great grandparents lived across from the church. From the 1970’s forward,
he promoted the concept of creating and building a perpetual endowment
fund for the preservation of the church. Katy loved to talk about the history of
the stained glass windows in the sanctuary, and to point out the one which was
given in memory of Jim’s great-grandfather. Their faithful stewardship and love
of the church caused Katy to include a bequest in her will to help provide for
the maintenance of the windows they loved so much.

Carl Miller, Jr.

Carl is a well-known businessman who brings an abiding love for the church
in which he was baptized, but also a passion for its preservation as a historic
downtown beacon of faith. He advocated the 2011 move of the Arkansas
Methodist History Museum to First Church. He is generous in giving annual
support for meeting the needs and ministries of the church, but he also believes
strongly that leaving a bequest is a statement of faith in this church’s continuing
into the future as the “mother church” of United Methodism in Arkansas. Carl
has served several terms on the Board of Trustees and is active in various
activities of the church and in the community.

Lucile Holman Barnett

Mrs. Barnett died in October of 2010. She and Rollin had no children, but
immersed themselves in their work and in the life of First Church which they
loved. “Miss Lucile,” as she was called, was a popular art teacher at what
is now called Little Rock Central High School. Rollin worked for the Corps of
Engineers. One Sunday in the early 90’s they listened avidly in the Bethel
Sunday School Class to the guest presenter Jim Argue, Jr., the executive
director of the United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas. He spoke about
the importance of planned giving and of leaving a bequest to the church.
Jim recalls that not long thereafter, Mr. Barnett set up a meeting with him to
discuss how he might leave a bequest to First Church, while also providing a
trust with UMFA to look after Mrs. Barnett, should he die before his wife. After he
died in 1995, Mrs. Barnett benefited from the loving care of UMFA staff for 15
years until her death, at which point a sizable bequest was left, with half of the
annual distributions going to First Church and half going to the United Methodist
Foundation of Arkansas.

Galatians 5: 22-23

As you prayerfully consider leaving a bequest
or making a current gift to endowed Faith
Funds at First Church, please consider the
Biblical guide to tithe at least 10% of your
income while you are living, and consider
applying it to your giving after death by simply
putting the church in your will for 10% of your
estate. Here are some facts and information
about planning your giving so that you can
take your financial support to another level.
•

Gifting assets outright – options include
cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, insurance
policies, and certain other assets to make
a current gift to benefit any of the existing
FUMC endowments. Or you may choose
to create a new endowment fund in
your name or that of a loved one, for the
support of ministries and programs that fit
the mission of FUMC.

•

Creating a life income gift to the church
is a creative way to make a deferred gift
while living, but benefit from additional
annual income. This type of gift is in the
form of a trust or gift annuity. Upon your
death, the remainder of the property
becomes a gift bequest to FUMC.

•

Making a bequest by making simple
changes to your will allows you to make
a gift upon your death to an existing
endowment, or to create a named
endowment with a specific purpose.
The bequest can be a specific dollar
amount, a specific property or asset, a
percentage of your estate, or by naming
FUMC to receive the residue of your
estate – the portion left after the expenses
of administering your estate have been
paid and all other bequests have been
distributed.

For more information visit the First Church website
www.fumclr.org or that of the United Methodist
Foundation of Arkansas, www.umfa.org.

