Let Your Light Shine
before others,that
they may see your
good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:16

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations
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From our Board Chair, Vice Chair & President

Left to right: Board Chair Kermit R. Griner, Jr., Foundation President
Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II and Vice Chair Zoe M. Hicks.

Dear Friends,
Lighthouses guide the way to safety by warning mariners of dangerous
coastlines, treacherous shoals and hazardous reefs. The Church is like a
lighthouse, providing a beacon of hope so people can navigate the storms
of life.
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” – Matthew 5:14-16
For 30 years, the Georgia United Methodist Foundation has served as a
financial and stewardship resource to United Methodists in Georgia.
The Foundation awards grants and scholarships, and also provides
services for planned giving, investment, lending, fundraising and
establishing endowments.
In this year’s Annual Report, we lift up our co-workers in Christ who
partner with the Foundation to shine the transformative light of Jesus
Christ in our churches, communities and world. To discover how the
Foundation can help you make a visible impact in the world around us,
please contact 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or info@gumf.org, or visit our
new, mobile-friendly websites at gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org.
Be the Light!

Kermit R. Griner, Jr.
Chair

Zoe M. Hicks
Vice Chair

Charles W. Savage II
President/CEO

Staff Members

Mission
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The Georgia United Methodist
Foundation’s mission is to help
United Methodist churches, ministries and members in Georgia sow
seeds of faith for future generations.

Services for
Individuals
Planned Giving Services to help you
plan your estate and charitable giving in a way that benefits you, your
family and your United Methodist
church or favorite ministry.
Development Fund to provide
above-average interest rates on
CD-like certificates.
Scholarships to support future leaders of The United Methodist Church.

Services for Churches
& Ministries

Back row, left to right: Russell Jones, Rev. Charles (Chuck) W.
Savage II, Rev. Wayne Racz, Louise Hintze
Front row: Diana Durie, Carol Johnston, Nancy Young, Misty Kush

President/CEO:
Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II

Senior Vice President:
Wayne Racz

Vice President/CFO:
Russell Jones, CPA

Director of Fundraising Services:
Nancy Young, MSW, MPA

Controller:				
Accounting Assistant:
Carol Johnston
Misty Kush
Administrative Assistant:
Louise Hintze

Investment Services to manage and
grow funds in a socially responsible
manner.
Development Fund to provide
above-average interest rates on
CD-like certificates.
Lending Services to extend lowinterest loans to churches and
ministries wishing to refinance
debt, or build, expand or renovate
facilities.
Fundraising Services to assist churches
and entities with capital campaigns.
Endowments and Legacy Ministry
Webinars to establish a permanent
source of income to support a
church’s ministry programs.
Grants to support vital ministries.

Communications Coordinator:
Diana Durie

Board of Trustees
Kermit R. Griner, Jr., Chair
Charles M. Aimone
Henry L. Bowden, Jr.
Julie Childs
William R. Coffeen
Lillian Budd Darden
Henry M. Huckaby, Jr.
Keith E. Lawder
Charles H. McTier
Wanda Yancey Rodwell
Joel C. Williams, Jr.

Zoe M. Hicks, Vice Chair
G. Russell Barber, Jr.
Jack Camarda
A. Parrish Clark, Jr.
William T. Daniel, Jr.
Robert O. Forrest
Ruth A. Knox
David McDonald
Elijah F. Moore
William Vogel

Ex-Officio:
Bishop James. R. King, Jr.

Bishop B. Michael Watson

Miriam C. Hagan

Keith M. Cox

Resident Bishop of
The South Georgia Conference

Director of Administrative Services,
The South Georgia Conference

				
			

Resident Bishop of
The North Georgia Conference

Treasurer and Director of
Administrative Services,
The North Georgia Conference
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Perry UMC Endowment Benefits the Church and its Members

Left: Dr. Brad Brady serves as senior pastor of Perry UMC.
Far Right: Mike Jackson is a long-time member of Perry UMC.

T

he Georgia United Methodist Foundation
offers a Legacy Ministry Webinar program to
help churches jumpstart their endowment. This
type of fund can be professionally managed and
invested by the Foundation to establish a permanent source of income to support programs and
ministries such as missions and scholarships.
After conducting due diligence, Perry UMC
enrolled in this program in January 2014.
“Kevin Tolbert chaired a study committee, which
began meeting last spring and completed its work
in the fall 2013. It was during this study period
that the church began its contact with Foundation
Senior Vice President Rev. Wayne Racz,” said
Dr. Brad Brady, senior pastor of Perry UMC. “That
group recommended to the Board that we proceed
with the webinars and get all policies in place for
formal approval at a Charge Conference. Mike
Jackson chairs the permanent endowment and
planned giving ministry committee that is now
going through the webinars and making detailed
preparation for a launch of our Endowment Fund
this fall.”
“Our primary reason for establishing an endowment is to create long-term financial stability for
our church. The extreme economic cycle we just
went through raised the awareness that we were
vulnerable,” Mike said. “We also realized that our
church had never received a significant endowment or bequest from a family. We felt it was

because we didn’t have the vehicle in place to
accept it and had not communicated the need for
it to our membership.”
Each month for 12 months during a 45-minute
interactive webinar, the Foundation provides
step-by-step instructions for designing and implementing a customized Legacy Ministry program.
After five months, Mike is already pleased with
the results.
“I would recommend that other churches use this
program because it saves time and resources and
helps to create the framework for the endowment.
It provides templates for giving and accepting
gifts, making distributions, and trains you on
promoting the endowment,” Mike said. “The
people I have worked with have all been very
professional, caring, forthright and accessible.
Their willingness to work with us has been a key
to the program’s success.”
Mike shares his most important takeaway. “We
feel confident, that by using the resources and
guidance provided by the Foundation, that we
will have an endowment that will stand the test of
time and be of great benefit for God’s kingdom,”
he said. “Through the Legacy Ministry, our members will now have an opportunity to leave a
contribution that will benefit the future members
of the church.”

Martha Forrest Scholarship Endowment Helps
United Methodist Students in Need

R

ev. Martha Forrest and her husband, Bob, of Decatur, are
so committed to ensuring that a higher education is within reach of United Methodist students in Georgia that they
established a $100,000 endowed scholarship fund managed
by the Georgia United Methodist Foundation.
The Foundation shares their passion and in 2013 awarded 80
United Methodist scholarships by partnering with the United
Methodist Higher Education Foundation through the United
Methodist “Dollars for Scholars”program.
Martha served first as a pastor and then as a district superintendent before retiring from The North Georgia Conference
in 2006. “I’m proud of the outstanding Methodist schools
we have in Georgia,” she said. “I want to support the young
people in the Methodist church in hopes that they will be our
future leaders.”
Bob adds, “The unique thing about this scholarship program is that it is matched three times: once by the student’s
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Bob and
Rev. Martha Forrest

church, once by the Higher Education
Foundation and once by the school that
they attend. We hope this scholarship
will inspire others to consider giving
back because there are a lot of Methodist
students who need financial help.”

Save the Date!

It’s a Party with a Purpose!
Join us for a birthday celebration
honoring Rev. Martha Forrest
while building a permanent
endowment that provides
educational scholarships for
Methodist students attending
Methodist colleges and
universities in Georgia!

Scholarship Recipient
Lynn Miller of Sandy Springs
Candler School of Theology

Scholarship Recipient
Marita Harrell of McDonough
Candler School of Theology

I am the first person in my
family to earn a bachelor’s
and a master’s degree. This
scholarship is making it possible for my dreams of serving the Lord to come true. It
is one more affirmation that
becoming a minister is what
I am supposed to do. Going
forward, I’ll be able to help
others become future leaders. The gift of the Forrest’s
scholarship may be $1,000,
but the fruit that comes from
it can be immeasurable!

I met Rev. Forrest 17 years
ago. She encouraged me then
to become a minister. I’m so
grateful for this scholarship,
which has brought everything full circle. It has given
me an opportunity to graduate with less debt, but more
importantly, it encourages
me. This scholarship shows
the connectionalism of The
United Methodist Church
and how there are people
backing you who want you
to succeed in your ministry.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2014
Silent Auction: 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 7:00 p.m.
NORTHSIDE CHURCH
2799 Northside Drive NW
Atlanta, GA 30305
GUEST SPEAKER
Cathy Cox
Young Harris College President
TICKETS
$100 per guest
$750 per table for 8 guests
Sponsorships Available
MORE INFORMATION
Visit umhef.org or
email sgraham@umhef.org
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Financial Analyst: ‘Risks were Low, Opportunities were Great’

Bernice Harris met with Foundation Vice President/CFO Russell Jones. Bernice serves as treasurer of White’s Chapel UMC
in Conyers.

U

nited Methodist churches, entities and individuals in Georgia have invested over
$31 million in the Georgia United Methodist Foundation Development Fund. Faithful
investors, like Bernice Harris of Conyers, earn above-average interest rates on CD-like
certificates, while providing the monies to fund low-interest loans to United Methodist
churches and entities in Georgia. Read on to discover why Bernice invested in the
Development Fund.
I’ve been a member of White’s Chapel UMC in Conyers since 1996. I am the treasurer
and serve on several other committees. I found out about the Foundation through a
presentation by Chuck Savage (Foundation president/CEO).
After I signed up to receive the Foundation’s newsletters, I saw an article on Aleta
Walker. It impressed me that she had been in foster care most of her life, and now
through a scholarship from the Foundation, she’s in college.
What touched me about Aleta’s story is that I know the value of an education.
My grandmother taught school, and out of my eight siblings, three were teachers.
Aleta had been blessed by the Foundation to be able to attend college so she could
be a productive citizen and give back to the community.
The fact that the Foundation gives scholarships to students made me interested in
investing in the Development Fund. I sent for some information and read over it
quite thoroughly. I’m a financial analyst by trade, and as someone who is looking
forward to retiring in the very near future, I wanted safe investments.
I invested in the Development Fund because the risks were low, the opportunities
for return on my investments were great, and it was a way for me to invest in
my community.
I think I made a wise decision because it was a win-win situation. It was a win for
me on my return on my investment. It also is a win because the Foundation invests
in people and in churches by helping them to improve their ministries.

Ousley UMC Refinancing Results in
Better Rate, Service, Relationship

Left to right: Pastor McCallister Hollins pictured with Ousley UMC Board Chair Archie Webber.
Far right: Ousley UMC features a monthly children- and youth-led worship experience.

“

“

T

hanks to investments in the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation Development Fund,
the Loan Fund has helped United Methodist
churches and entities in Georgia find $27 million
in financing for projects. Pastor McCallister
Hollins of Ousley UMC in Lithonia shares the
benefits of refinancing its existing loan with the
Foundation.

CONNECTIONAL COMPONENT
Not everyone in our church has grown up Methodist. Partnering with the Foundation helped the
congregation to understand fully the connectional system. The Methodist family has a rich heritage of being relational and assisting one another
in being able to do ministry.

The Foundation is a wonderful resource.
It’s the grace of God at work through
the church for the sake of ministry.
- Pastor McCallister Hollins, Ousley UMC

BETTER RATE, SERVICE, RELATIONSHIP
Like many churches, we were coming through
some financial challenges due to the economy.
We were shopping for a better rate and better
service. Our leadership met with the Foundation,
and we were really impressed with what they
had to offer. The Foundation gave us the best rate
and the best service. This was more than a loan.
It was a relationship. The Foundation is really
committed to Methodism and to the economic
status and improvement of churches.
SIMPLE PROCESS
The leaders at the Foundation are wonderful.
They put you at ease. You don’t have to worry
about any hidden agendas or costs. Everything is
just as they tell you from the beginning. It took us
five minutes to close our loan. That says a lot.

ENHANCED MINISTRY
We consider ourselves a multi-cultural church
family. Our mission is to make disciples. This refinancing has freed up our cash flow and enhanced
our ability to do the work of Christ here in this
community and beyond.
BENEFICIAL RESOURCE
I recommend that other churches partner with
the Foundation because it seems to be the best
kept secret in Methodism. The Foundation is a
wonderful resource. It’s the grace of God at work
through the church for the sake of ministry. The
Foundation can be one of the most beneficial gifts
that The United Methodist Church has to offer.
It’s one of the greatest gifts that we have received
here at Ousley because it is enabling us to have
the resources to be able to do dynamic ministry
in the world.
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Christ UMC’s Investment Increases Under
Foundation’s Management

Left to right: Rev. Matthew Stewart and Christ UMC Treasurer Glenn Bonnette.

T

he Georgia United Methodist Foundation manages and grows over $111 million in assets on behalf
of United Methodist churches and entities in Georgia. Over the last several years, members of Christ
UMC in Warner Robins have faithfully given to their building fund. Due to the economy and unrealized
fundraising pledges, the church was unable to build. In this interview, Senior Minister Rev. Matthew
Stewart and Church Treasurer Glenn Bonnette explain why Christ UMC entrusted their building fund
monies to the Foundation as they seek God’s will in moving forward with their hopes and dreams.
GUMF: Why did Christ UMC establish a building fund?
Rev. Matthew Stewart: We are out of space for the ministries our church is engaged in. The lack of space
impacts Christ School, which serves 300 students, our children and youth ministries, outside community
groups, worship service, and fellowship.
GUMF: Why did Christ UMC choose the Foundation to manage its building fund?
Glenn Bonnette: The Foundation had the best track record and highest interest rates on CD-like certificates. Even though the Foundation isn’t insured by the FDIC, we couldn’t think of a better, safer place to
invest because of its history.
GUMF: What are the benefits of partnering with the Foundation?
Rev. Matthew Stewart: We have the confidence of being with a United Methodist institution that shares
the same social values and principles that we have. Any profits that the Foundation makes after expenses are given back to Methodist ministries in the form of scholarships and grants. We also feel good that
our Development Fund investment is helping other United Methodist churches obtain loans.
GUMF: Has Christ UMC’s investment increased under the Foundation’s management?
Glenn Bonnette: We have been involved with the Foundation a little over three years. We purchased
$190,000 in Development Fund certificates and invested $292,000 in the Equity Fund. We have continued
adding money. Since 2011, we have invested a total of $517,610. As of 3/31/14, the current market value
is $662,208. If you do the math, you can see that we’ve done quite well.
GUMF: Can you provide an update on Christ UMC’s building plans?
Rev. Matthew Stewart: At some point, maybe within the year, we will probably look at building again.
Initially, we looked at a $5 million building plan, but only raised about $500,000. I think everybody
recognizes that we have to find the right plan that will affordably address our needs. What’s interesting
is the excitement that the congregation continues to have about this project. Even without publicizing it,
the congregation is still giving to the building fund because they realize it’s something that we have to do.

Hamilton Mill UMC Campaign Raises $2.76 Million

Senior Pastor Dr. David L. Davis

Hamilton Mill UMC’s plans for growth include adding an 800-seat
worship center.

T

he Georgia United Methodist Foundation’s
Fundraising Services has helped United
Methodist churches in Georgia raise over
$14 million since 2011. In this article, Dr. David
L. Davis, senior pastor of Hamilton Mill UMC in
Dacula, shares the impact their Foundationdirected capital campaign has had on this growing family of faith.
REASONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN
There were several signs that indicated it was
time. We needed more space for programming.
We were financially strong. But most of all, we
felt a prompting by the Holy Spirit that it was
time for us to do what God has called us to do
in the community and that is to make room for
people to come and hear the gospel.

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE FOUNDATION
We chose the Foundation for three reasons: No. 1
for the theological integrity and second of all for
their experience. It’s no secret in the North Georgia Conference that leading congregations have
been using the Foundation with great success.
Third, the value has been outstanding.
Nancy Young (Foundation director of fundraising
services) designed a campaign that fit our organizational culture. She brought a lot of expertise
particularly with the design of communication
materials, the training of leaders, and the putting
together of a solid plan that’s been so valuable to
our church.

CAMPAIGN GOALS
Our campaign theme was “Growing Together Generation to Generation.” Our church needed
to rally together around a vision that was Godbreathed, and that goal has been achieved.

THE RESULTS
Our campaign theme is based on Ephesians and
the Body of Christ being built up. We have experienced that firsthand with the presence of the
Holy Spirit knitting the generations together and
carrying the church forward, lit by the vision that
God has set before us.

The second goal was to raise $3 million so that
we could create a multi-purpose center to expand
our worship service, renovate our existing space
for a youth ministry that is just bursting at the
seams, and create a choral space so that those
who lead us in worship have a place to prepare.

The Foundation helps us remember that we are
the Body of Christ together. We’re so grateful for
all that has been done and for the prayers and the
support, the expertise, the excitement, the enthusiasm and the encouragement, and all the things
that have made this campaign a success.
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Grant to Breakthru House Helps Transform Lives

Left to right: Allison Myers serves as manager of development and administrative services at Breakthru House.
Carrie Ligon serves as Breakthru House’s clinical director.
Far right: Breakthru House clients live in a safe, therapeutic community.

T

he Georgia United Methodist Foundation
has been a long-time supporter of Breakthru
House, which is a residential treatment program
in Decatur that provides 18 months of comprehensive therapy to homeless women who are battling
drug and alcohol addiction.
“I didn’t know the definition of strength, courage or resiliency until I met these women. The
challenges they have encountered include sexual
trauma, abuse and overdose,” said Carrie Ligon,
clinical director at Breakthru House. “We also deal
with co-occurring disorders. This means they have
not only been diagnosed with substance abuse,
but also with a mental health diagnosis such as
depression, anxiety or bi-polar disorder.”
Breakthru House provides the structure, the
support, the training and the tools these women
need to overcome addiction in a safe, therapeutic
environment. Each woman receives a treatment
program tailored to meet her individual needs.
“Our mission is to transform these women’s lives
by empowering them to experience physical, emotional and spiritual healing through recovery. I’ve
seen incredible transformation happen in the lives
of these women,” said Allison Myers, manager
of development and administrative services at
Breakthru House. “They come in frightened and
overwhelmed. When they leave, they have a solid

foundation to go out into the world sober, successful and self-sufficient.”
Carrie adds, “Breakthru House is a stop on their
journey that we hope includes a much longer,
fruitful life going forward. From the moment they
get here, we’re training them to leave. We train
them to be assertive; to write resumes, look for
jobs, and go on interviews; to talk to their families
and people about addiction; and to set boundaries. It brings tremendous joy to watch them take
the ball and run with it.”
Since its founding in 1969, Breakthru House has
relied on donations to continue its good work
in the community. Taking into consideration the
costs of healthcare, police, court, and incarceration
costs, it is estimated that every dollar spent on
substance abuse treatment can save the
community $12.
“Breakthru House is incredibly grateful for the
Foundation’s recent gift of “A Chance for Hope
Scholarship,” which funded the first 60 days of
treatment for a homeless woman,” Allison said.
“The Foundation is making a huge investment
in these women’s lives, both while they are here
at Breakthru House and in the long-term, by
providing them with the life skills that they need
to go back into the world free of addiction and
full of hope.”
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Georgia United Methodist Foundation
Statement of Financial Position
			
ASSETS
CASH & CASH EQUIVALENTS
ACCOUNT & INTEREST RECEIVABLE
INVESTMENTS-FOUNDATION
INVESTMENTS-HELD FOR OTHERS
LESS UNSECURED PROMISSARY NOTES PAYABLE ISSUED
BY THE FOUNDATION & INCLUDED IN INVESTMENTS
LOANS 		
PREPAID EXPENSES		
REAL ESTATE 		
PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT
		
TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & ACCRUED EXPENSES
MANAGED ASSETS HELD FOR OTHERS
ENDOWMENT FUNDS HELD FOR OTHERS
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST & GIFT ANNUITY
BENEFITS PAYABLE		
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST & GIFT ANNUITY
DEFERRED BENEFITS PAYABLE
UNSECURED PROMISSARY NOTES PAYABLE
LESS UNSECURED PROMISSARY NOTES ISSUED BY THE
FOUNDATION & INCLUDED IN INVESTMENTS
		
TOTAL LIABILITES
NET ASSETS
UNRESTRICTED		
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED
		
TOTAL NET ASSETS
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

2013

2012

2011

6,328,907
40,534
9,349,136
77,444,371

2,294,517
45,134
8,322,027
64,916,407

5,511,502
45,443
7,112,146
61,194,194

(6,342,477)
24,734,227
10,079
80,000
8,655
111,653,432

(4,930,900)
24,232,327
9,590
364,264
14,710
95,268,076

(6,671,234)
20,783,031
11,028
1,074,264
16,402
89,076,776

272,953
59,968,794
15,054,074

118,571
48,485,206
13,654,580

144,801
44,167,245
12,804,551

1,122,076

1,583,713

2,736,966

975,951
31,434,800

1,087,966
27,394,250

1,492,837
26,888,195

(6,342,477)
102,486,171

(4,930,900)
87,393,386

(6,671,234)
81,563,361

7,067,721
1,966,377
133,163
9,167,261

6,244,561
1,496,966
133,163
7,874,690

5,857,926
1,522,326
133,163
7,513,415

111,653,432

95,268,076

89,076,776

15 Technology Parkway South, Suite 125
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092-8203
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
gumf.org • gumfplannedgiving.org

Foundation funds were not used in the preparation of this literature. All costs were paid by a sponsor.

Just like lighthouses,
we come in many
different shapes, colors
and sizes, but God gives
each one of us the strength
to let our light shine.
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