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S

ince 1799, St. Marys UMC has
taken to heart John Wesley’s
principle: “Do all the good
you can. By all the means you can.
In all the ways you can. In all the
places you can. At all the times you
can. To all the people you can. As
long as ever you can.”
When St. Marys UMC received a
legacy gift of $60 million from late
member Warren Bailey, the congregation’s response was one of spiritual maturity. They created a modest endowment fund to benefit the
church, promptly gave away over
$16 million, and then used the remainder to establish the St. Marys
UMC Foundation, which supports
worthy causes.
This same spirit of Christian
stewardship carries over into its
investment practices.
Jim Lomis’ 30 years in the banking industry naturally led him
to volunteer as finance chair at
St. Marys UMC. “We had money
invested in local banks and were
looking for a higher return. After

researching other alternatives, we
discovered there is almost a 1 percent spread between what we could
earn through the Georgia United
Methodist Foundation Development Fund versus a traditional
bank CD,” he said. “The more we
can earn, the farther it goes, and the
more good we can do. This investment also allows other Methodist
churches to borrow money from
the Foundation’s Loan Fund at a
lower interest rate.”
St. Marys UMC has invested in
four Development Fund certificates
with terms of 1-year each.
“Although our investments are
not insured by the FDIC, we are
comfortable that the Foundation
and board of trustees are being
responsible with the money and
not taking any undue risk,” Jim
said. “We believe in the Methodist Church and also appreciate that
our funds are invested in socially
responsible ways that do not violate
our guiding principles.” n
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Loans Increase
Grants

Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II
President/CEO

United Methodists have
invested $37 million in the
Georgia United Methodist
Foundation Development
Fund. These funds have been
used to make $27 million in
loans to United Methodist
churches in Georgia. Since we
are a nonprofit, any income
we make after expenses
is given back to United
Methodist ministries across
Georgia in the form of grants.
If we doubled the size of our
loan program from $27 million
to $54 million, we would be
able to give away $334,000
a year! The Foundation
provides low-interest loans
for new construction,
renovations and refinances
and currently has $7 million
available for lending. If your
church needs a loan, or if
you are considering entering
into an agreement with a
commercial institution,
please contact us at
770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or
info@gumf.org. We would be
happy to assist you or review
your current offer to make
sure there are no hidden fees
or penalties.

Legacy

Investment Performance
The Foundation manages $120 million of investment funds on behalf of
United Methodist churches and ministries in Georgia.
Investment Funds

Quarter

1 Year

3-Year Average

5-Year Average

Equity Fund*

-2.29%

12.13%

19.80%

13.30%

Multiple Asset Fund

-2.59%

7.95%

13.32%

10.02%

Fixed Income Fund

-0.33%

2.08%

2.14%

3.43%

Returns as of 9/30/14 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results.
All funds are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United
Methodist Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented on
12/31/09, the performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, ministries and
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates on CD-like certificates, while
providing the financial resources to support the Loan Fund.
Certificates

4-Year

3-Year

2-Year

1-Year

Current Rates

2.40%

2.00%

1.50%

1.30%

Rates as of November 2014. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches and
ministries in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or renovate
facilities.
Types

Construction
Permanent

Terms

Rates

Less Than 1 Year

5.15% Fixed

Up to 20 Years

4.50%**

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan.
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Foundation on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, visit
gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or scan the QR Code
below to sign up for the latest news.
facebook.com/gumf.org
twitter.com/gumforg
youtube.com/gaumfoundation

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Why Good Management
Matters at Lanier UMC

T

Rows 1 & 2: Dr. Ed Tomlinson delivers a special
message in honor of Lanier UMC’s 25th anniversary.
Row 3: Lanier UMC’s growing preschool program
serves children ages 15 months to five years.

Legacy

hanks to the capable leadership of Dr. Ed Tomlinson and
a low-interest loan from the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation, Lanier UMC in Cumming is better positioned financially to continue its good work in the community.
Since 1973, Ed has tirelessly served the North Georgia Annual
Conference as a pastor, district superintendent, and executive
assistant to the bishop while at times simultaneously serving
as a cabinet member, delegate, and chair, vice chair, president,
director and member of numerous conference-related boards
and agencies.
“As a Loan Committee member, Ed provides invaluable
insight in helping us meet the financing needs of United Methodist churches,” said Foundation President/CEO Rev. Charles
(Chuck) W. Savage II. “Countless churches and ministries have
been blessed by Ed’s business acumen, strong management
skills, and servant’s heart.”
In June 2013, Ed was appointed as a retired pastor serving
Lanier UMC. “I came in knowing the interest rate on their loan
was significantly higher than what the Foundation could offer.
There was also a prepayment penalty clause in the contract,
which made finances even harder,” he said. “We have a good
group of people here. They were just overextended. They had
not been able to pay apportionments recently and had done
very little debt reduction in the last 10 years.”
Ed waited until Lanier UMC was able to pay 100 percent of
its 2013 apportionments before approaching the Foundation
about a loan.
“The Foundation provides better funding and saves us
money because other churches have invested their money
through the Foundation,” he said. “I felt very strongly that we
shouldn’t get the benefits of the investments of other churches
if we are not doing our share in paying apportionments!”
As a retired pastor, Ed receives a lower salary and requires no
benefits payments. This cost savings, coupled with a loan that
improves cash flow by several thousand dollars each year, has
proven to be a winning combination.
“Suddenly we’re not only able to meet all the bills and pay
our apportionments, but we’re also on track to get rid of this
long-term indebtedness. Refinancing has improved morale
and enabled us to do additional ministry,” Ed said. “I’m grateful for the Foundation. They do an excellent job of assessing
a church’s financial condition. A lower loan rate enables opportunities to do ministry in a way that just paying for bricksand-mortar will not allow you to do. If there’s no money to
do outreach, evangelism, community involvement, or mission
work, a church has missed a significant part of its purpose!” n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Boynton UMC: Sowing Seeds Together All for God’s Glory

O

n September 28, 2014, Boynton UMC in Ringgold celebrated the results of its “Sowing Seeds
Together All for God’s Glory”capital campaign directed by the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation. Sixty individuals and families pledged $304,000 toward the renovation of its
25-year-old sanctuary and the construction of a new multi-purpose building. Additionally, another
member paid off the $36,000 debt on the parsonage.

Left to right: Rev. Brett DeHart serves as pastor of Boynton UMC. Children and youth share a pledge update while
Capital Campaign Chairman, Harvey Williams, watches from the pulpit.

“As a result of our church’s
generosity, more people will
find Christ; more souls will be
saved; more lives will be transformed; more children will be
fed; and our community and
world will be more blessed,”
said Rev. Brett DeHart, pastor
of Boynton UMC. “We praise
God and celebrate all that He
has done. This campaign has
energized our congregation and
built a strong leadership core
as Boynton UMC boldly moves
forward into the future following God’s vision for us.”
Boynton UMC is located in the
heart of Catoosa County. This
area is projected to experience
significant population growth
in the next 20 years. The funds
raised will empower the church
to grow in size, vitality and mission.

Legacy

Foundation Director of Fundraising Services, Nancy Young,
developed a customized plan
that included a feasibility study,
campaign timeline, and volunteer structure.
“The biggest impact for us
in working with the Foundation has been the campaign
process and spiritual growth
of our leadership team,” Brett
said. “People had to take responsibility, stay engaged, and
step outside of their comfort
zones. Without Nancy’s help,
we would never have come
anywhere close to meeting our
goals.”
“The Methodist Foundation’s
way of raising money was very
effective and methodical,” adds
Harvey Williams, capital campaign chairman.
The campaign produced much

spiritual fruit. “It’s not about
the building; it’s about the
spirit in the building and what
this campaign has done for the
people in our church,” Harvey
said. “We’re all beginning to
reach out, foster disciples and
be better missionaries for the
world.”
2015 will be a year of change.
New flooring, fresh paint and
other updates will enhance
the sanctuary. The new facility
will offer extra seating for the
contemporary worship service,
open up congregational-wide
dining opportunities, and create
space for Sunday School classes
and outreach programs like
BLESS, which provides over 100
sacks of food weekly to children
at Boynton Elementary. n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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Is Your Church Missing Out on Millions During
the Largest Wealth Transfer in History?
WEALTH TRANSFER
The greatest wealth transfer in U.S.
history is underway. A recent study
from the Boston College Center on
Wealth and Philanthropy projects
$59 trillion will be passed down to
heirs, charities and taxes between 2007
and 2061. Other studies indicate that
this number may be larger.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCHES
“When you localize the $59 trillion, a conservative estimate suggests that the net worth of United
Methodist baby boomers in Georgia is $75 billion,”
said Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II, president/
CEO of the Georgia United Methodist Foundation.
Rev. Charles (Chuck)
“If United Methodists in Georgia were to leave a
W. Savage II
President/CEO
final tithe of 10 percent or $7.5 billion to church
GUMF
endowments, it would generate $375 million each
year for ministry until “Jesus comes back.” This number is based
on a spending policy that has been set at 5 percent.”
DON’T MISS OUT! ESTABLISH A PLANNED
GIVING INITIATIVE
How can you ensure your church doesn’t miss
out on this opportunity? “Every church should
establish a planned giving initiative,” said Nancy
Young, director of fundraising services at the
Georgia United Methodist Foundation. “Although
Nancy Young,
developing a planned giving initiative may seem
MSW, MPA
Director of
like a daunting task, our Legacy Ministry Webinar
Fundraising Services
makes it easy by providing turnkey documents
GUMF
for all areas of planned giving and a development
process that is simple to follow. To begin the Legacy Ministry
Webinar, recruit your Ad Hoc Committee and contact the
Foundation as soon as possible.”
LEGACIES FURTHER THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH
What are the consequences if your church does not implement
a planned giving initiative? “Without one, the church robs their
members of the opportunity to give one of the most significant
gifts of their life – their legacy to be used to further the mission and
vision of the church past their lifetime,” Nancy said. “Additionally,
the church will not have as many financial resources to expand
ministry to make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.” n

Legacy

Endowments Support
Roswell UMC

Bevin Newton, Executive Director
The Roswell UMC Foundation

The Roswell UMC Foundation, Inc.
provides perpetual sources of
income via 24 endowments to
support the work of Roswell UMC
and its mission partners. In 2014,
The RUMC Foundation will
distribute over $100,000 in grants.
Bevin Newton serves as the
executive director. “I was talking
to a former member who still
includes RUMC in her will. She
plans to someday establish an
endowment benefiting our worship
arts ministry. Her current United
Methodist church does not have an
endowment fund or foundation,
and could not even provide advice
on a way for her to leave a legacy
gift to her church in her will,” she
said. “I was deeply saddened. Our
churches need to provide a way
for that person who has given their
whole life to keep giving after they
are gone. Churches also need to start
asking for such gifts. Think about
it. When was the last time that your
alma mater or another charity asked
you to remember them in your will?
“My concern is that down the
road, churches that are not asking
for legacy gifts and creating
endowments today will be so
focused on keeping the lights on,
that they will not have the financial
resources to do the mission ministry
outreach that our churches are
called to do. The average church
needs to look at their giving record,
take baby boomers out of this
equation, and then identify what it
will do to their budget.” n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generations

Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

K

ent Canipe was named director of lending
services at the Georgia United Methodist
Foundation in September 2014. The grandson of a Methodist minister, he grew up attending
St. Mark UMC in Atlanta.
Kent graduated from Duke University in 1969
with a Bachelor of Arts in economics. He spent
over 37 years in the commercial banking business
in Atlanta, including 32 years at SunTrust.
He and his wife, Ann, have been active church
volunteers for 35+ years. They have served on
stewardship, finance and endowment committees
and have also worked on annual pledge and major
capital campaigns over the years.
Kent and Ann are also board members of a
private foundation, which supports church, educational and civic charities. All this has led Kent to
an understanding of the challenges and comprehensive financing needs facing active congregations and ministry entities.
“With this backdrop, I certainly appreciate the
significance of the Foundation’s impressive array
of services available to assist Methodists throughout Georgia in fulfilling their goals for missions
and ministries,” he said.

Foundation funds were not used in the preparation of this literature.
All costs were paid by a sponsor.

Kent and Ann have one daughter, a son-in-law and
two grandchildren who live in California, spurring
a regular travelling hobby. Kent is a longtime sports
fan and follows SEC and ACC teams, especially Duke
Basketball, as well as PGA golf.
If your United Methodist church or ministry needs
assistance with any lending opportunities, please contact
Kent Canipe at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or
kcanipe@gumf.org. n

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries
Investment Services to manage and grow funds in
a socially responsible manner.
Lending Services to extend low-interest loans to
churches and ministries.
Endowments and Legacy Ministry Webinars to
establish a permanent source of income to support
a church’s ministry programs.

Planned Giving Services to help plan your estate
and charitable giving in a way that benefits you,
your family and your United Methodist church
or ministry.
Fundraising Services to assist churches and
ministries with capital campaigns.
Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries
and future leaders of the church.

