
Zoe M. Hicks, a tax and estate 
planning attorney, well-known 
author, and motivational speaker 

from Atlanta, Ga., retired as Chairperson 
of the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation Board of Trustees effective 
June 30, 2016.
   Ms. Hicks has been an integral part of 
the GUMF since she first joined the Board 
in 1999. She held several leadership 
positions at the foundation before 
becoming Board Chair in July of 2014.
   “Zoe steered the foundation through 
the achievement of several significant 
milestones. We completed the 
development of a strategic plan that 
will guide the foundation into the future 
and developed a vision for how the 
foundation can help United Methodist 
churches in Georgia fund the programs 
and ministries necessary to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ,” said Rev. Charles 
(Chuck) W. Savage II, retired President/
CEO of the GUMF. “Additionally, Zoe 
nurtured the development of an 
endowment that will fund scholarships 
for United Methodist students who 
attend United Methodist-related colleges, 
universities, and seminaries. The goal for 
this endowment is $2,000,000. We have 
already raised $526,000.”
   “During her tenure, Zoe’s two primary 
points of strategic focus were compliance 
and education,” added Rev. Keith E. 
Lawder, current President/CEO of the 
GUMF. “The processes developed under 
Zoe’s leadership have enabled the GUMF 
to be compliant with both our bylaws 
and the governmental regulations under 
which the GUMF operates.”
   “As a result of Zoe’s initiatives, the 
GUMF now provides crucial estate 

planning education, facilitated through 
the development of a Wills Clinic and 
stewardship seminars,” Chuck explained. 
“The more our lay leadership and our 
pastors learn about Legacy giving and 
church finances, the better prepared our 
churches are for the future.”
   Ms. Hicks has guided the foundation 
through a time of great growth and 
change. “Zoe’s proactive leadership 
has enabled us to serve both South 
and North Georgia with organizational 
excellence and professionalism,” Chuck 
said. “On a personal note, I would like 
to express my heartfelt gratitude for 
Zoe’s insight, expertise, dedication, and 
tireless support, which allowed me to 
focus on the day-to-day operation of the 
foundation.”
   William T. Daniel Jr. takes over from Ms. 
Hicks as the new Board Chair. Mr. Daniel, 
who is from Savannah, Ga., serves as Vice 
President and General Counsel at Vaden 
Automotive Group. n
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Investment Performance
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation manages $126 million of investment funds 
on behalf of United Methodist churches and ministries in Georgia.

Certificate Program Rates
The GUMF Certificate Program offers United Methodist churches, ministries and 
individuals higher returns than similar instruments, while providing the funds to 
support low-interest loans to United Methodist churches and ministries.

Loan Rates
The Certificate Program allows the GUMF to offer below-market loan rates to United 
Methodist churches and ministries wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or 
renovate facilities.

Investment Funds                Quarter                    1 Year                 3-Year Average         5-Year Average

           

Equity Fund               1.60%   -2.21%  8.14% 8.32%

Multiple Asset Fund        1.95% -1.08% 5.35%  5.75%

Fixed Income Fund      1.65% 3.43% 2.37% 2.77%

Returns as of 6/30/16 net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. All funds are 
invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United Methodist Church. 

Rev. Keith E. Lawder
GUMF President/CEO

As I begin my first year as President 
of the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation, I would like to thank our 
past President, Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. 
Savage II, our past Board Chair, Zoe M. 
Hicks, and our past and present Board 
of Trustees and Committee members 
for putting into place the building blocks 
for the foundation’s continued strong 
growth. Listed below is a Quick Reference 
Guide for our GUMF Team. I look forward 
to serving you and upholding the 
foundation’s great tradition of enabling 
our churches to develop and sustain 
programs to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ.

Endowments, Investment Management 
and Scholarships
Rev. Keith E. Lawder (North GA)
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
404-906-1425 (Cell) 
klawder@gumf.org

Rev. Steve Waldorf (South GA)
478-733-8059 • 478-747-0042 (Cell)
swaldorf@gumf.org

Loans
Kent Canipe
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
kcanipe@gumf.org

Planned Giving and Legacy Ministry
Nancy Young
678-708-6601 (Cell) • nyoung@gumf.org

Certificates and Investment Information
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
Russell Jones: rjones@gumf.org
Carol Johnston: cjohnston@gumf.org
Misty Kush: mkush@gumf.org

STAY CONNECTED!
Follow the Georgia United Methodist Foundation on Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube, visit www.gumf.org or scan the QR Code below to sign up 
for the latest news.

 gumf.org

 gumforg
 gaumfoundation
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Certificates                                        4-Year                     3-Year                    2-Year                    1-Year

Current Rates                   2.50% 2.10% 1.50% 1.30%
 Rates as of August 2016. For current  rates, please contact the GUMF at 770-449-6726, 877-220-5664 or 
info@gumf.org. All rates are subject to change without notice.

     Types                                                               Terms                                                             Rates

Construction Less Than 1 Year    5.15% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years       4.50%*

* Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. Loan 
rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the GUMF at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664.
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Welcome

William T. Daniel Jr., Chair 
Vaden Automotive Group

Charles L. Battle 
Retired, 

Wachovia Corporation

Gary T. Fuller 
Retired, Woolworth 

Overseas Corporation

F. Waverly Golson 
Retired, SunTrust Bank

Lee D. Highsmith 
Junior Achievement 

of Georgia

Rev. Dr. Bernice W. Kirkland 
Atlanta College Park District

Richard R. Shinhoster 
Diaspora Marketplace

Dr. Belinda J. White 
 Morehouse College

Marianne M. Wright
Behavioral Health Services 

of South Georgia

Goodbye

Zoe M. Hicks, Immediate Past Chair
Hicks & Hicks, P.C. 

G. Russell Barber Jr. 
Howard, Moore & McDuffie, P.C. 

Retired, Mercer University

Robert O. Forrest 
Retired, 

International Paper

Kermit R. Griner Jr., 
Past Chair 

New York Life Insurance

Henry (Hank) M. Huckaby 
University System of Georgia   

David McDonald 
Retired, DataPath, Inc.

William A. Vogel 
Montag & Caldwell

Joel C. Williams Jr. 
 Bryan Cave, LLP

Goodbye also to our retiring 
ex-officio members 

Bishop James R. King Jr. 
of The South Georgia 

Conference and 
Bishop B. Michael Watson 

of The North Georgia 
Conference.



4 Mathews Family Legacy Supports United Methodist 
Seminary Students and Beloved Church

One of the greatest joys of 
working at the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation is the 

opportunity it brings to help people 
like Bob and Joan Mathews of Dun-
woody, Ga. support the ministries 
they cherish.
   In June of 2016, the Mathews es-
tablished an endowment fund with 
the GUMF. Each year it will provide 
a matching United Methodist Dol-
lars for Scholars scholarship to a 
United Methodist undergraduate 
or graduate student in Georgia who 
intends to become a United Meth-
odist pastor.
   Not only are the Mathews pas-
sionate about education, the GUMF 
discovered they have also made 
provisions in their will for Dun-
woody UMC where they have been 
faithful members for over 30 years.
   Although Mr. Mathews normally 
avoids the spotlight, he agreed to 
this interview in the hopes that this 
story may inspire at least one family 
to leave a legacy gift.

GUMF: Our staff was deeply moved 
by your family’s spirit of generosity. 
How were these values of generos-
ity developed?

Bob Mathews: The way that Joan 
and I have always looked at it is the 
way that the Bible teaches us in 
Luke 6:36: Be merciful, just as your 
Father is merciful. The same is true 
with generosity. If we expect people 
to be generous to us, then as Chris-
tians we first have to be generous 
because all things stem from how 
we first respond to the opportuni-
ties we receive. I think a generous 
spirit is a reflection of 
how you relate and connect with 
the Lord.

GUMF: Why did your family estab-
lish this endowment fund with the 
GUMF?

Bob Mathews: Joan and I estab-
lished three different scholarships 
last year. We liked the idea of giving 
to someone who is attending semi-

nary and plans to be a preacher. We 
need to provide support to God’s 
messengers who are out there 
encouraging us and emboldening 
us to stay the course, do the right 
things, and live in harmony with 
God. Anything we can do to help 
make that happen is a good thing. 
This scholarship is a legacy that will 
keep on being meaningful as the 
years go on.

GUMF: Why did your family decide 
to make provisions in your will for 
Dunwoody UMC?

Bob Mathews: When we redid our
wills about 15 years ago, we decided 
we would give away a quarter of our 
assets and potentially more. Of that, 
15 percent is going to the Church 
and Christian nonprofits. The other 
10 percent will go towards scholar-
ships where we went to school.
   I believe in tithing. I drive a car 
that is 13 model years old. I practice 
good stewardship. We try to be a 
good steward of the blessings that 
God has given us. Therefore, I need 
to be careful with them. We also 
feel that we need to be generous 
with everyone who comes into our 
lives and that certainly includes our 
children, our church, our colleagues, 
and our friends. 

GUMF: Do you have any recom-
mendations as to how other people 

could take care of their church in 
their financial plan?

Bob Mathews: I think we are called 
to support the ongoing work and 
ministry of the Church so on an an-
nual basis that ought to be a prior-
ity. Then as it relates to end-of-life 
planning, an individual should have 
had enough engagement with the 
Christian institutions that they feel 
could best use the resources they 
are going to give to once they are 
gone. In my mind, it ought to be 
local and personal to you. People 
shouldn’t give money to something 
they are not familiar with.
   If they are serious about it [Legacy 
giving] and think that it’s the right 
thing to do, they need to do it sooner 
rather than later. Don’t wait because 
life happens, and all of a sudden 
you have waited too late.

GUMF: How does it make you feel 
knowing that God’s will is in your 
will?

Bob Mathews: We are at peace with 
this decision. I know that we are 
doing what we are being asked to 
do. The purpose for being here is 
to honor and serve the Lord. There 
is also a huge joy that we get from 
being generous. Joan and I give, but 
we do not expect any recognition. 
Generosity is the right way to live our 
lives. You can’t take it with you. n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.Visit www.gumf.org , email  info@gumf.org  or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

The Mathews family, pictured left to right: John, Joan, Bob, Riley, Jessica, 
Dave, Sarah, Will, and Millicent



5 Liberty UMC Cemetery Remains a Vital Part of This Faith Community

Have you ever felt saddened 
by the site of a neglected 
cemetery? Preserving the final 

resting places of our loved ones can 
become difficult as family members 
move or pass away or when a church 
fails to make the proper financial 
provisions to do so.
   Fortunately this is not the case 
at Liberty UMC in Macon, Ga. 
where concerned members banded 
together in the early 1980s to 
provide for the continuing care of 
their cemetery.

   “Our committee 
established a trust 
fund separate 
from the Church,” 
explained Horace 
(Reggie) Wilson 
Jr., Vice Chair 
of the Liberty 
UMC Cemetery 
Association 

Committee. “We worked real hard 
to raise a sizeable amount of money 
from family members living all over 
the United States.”
   For decades, the interest income 
earned at the local bank provided 
enough funds to cover annual 
maintenance costs. However, with 
the continual decline in interest 
rates, the cemetery committee 
knew it was time to research other 
investment options.
   “Our committee chose to invest 
our funds with the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation because the 
interest rates are better than the 
interest rates at the bank,” Wilson 
said.
   Mr. Wilson and his wife, Beverly, 

plan to be buried at Liberty UMC 
Cemetery where several generations 
of their family members have 
already been laid to rest. Listen 
while other folks share why Liberty 
UMC Cemetery remains a vital part 
of this faith community.

   “The United 
Methodist 
Foundation has 
helped us establish 
a cemetery 
endowment fund. 
We now have 
peace of mind 
knowing that we 
have provided for 

the care of our loved ones, giving 
them a resting place among us 
and next to us,” said Rev. Wayne 
Anthony, pastor of Liberty UMC. 
“The cemetery is important to a 
church because it shows that the 
church is going to be there from now 
on. This is not a storefront. This is 
not something that is going to be 
here for a short period of time. A 
well-kept cemetery is a statement 
to the community and all of those 
who come here that this church is 
committed to people of all ages, and 
it is committed to being in this place 
for years to come.”
                       “““This community 

is extremely im-
portant to us, as is 
this church,” 
explained Liberty 
UMC member 
Susan Watson. 
“That was the 
deciding factor in 

our decision to purchase lots in the 

Liberty Church cemetery. We wanted 
a final resting place for ourselves 
that had meaning to us and to our 
family.”

   “The cemetery 
is a beautiful part 
of our church 
that holds a lot 
of family, a lot of 
memories for us,” 
shared Liberty 
UMC member Kim 
Brewer.
   “Even though 
I have no family 
members buried 
there, we believe 
it is our obligation 
to make sure it is 
taken care of and 
kept looking nice,” 
said Frank Dowd, 

Chair of the Liberty UMC Cemetery 
Association Committee.

   “We are grateful 
for the opportunity 
to serve Liberty 
UMC,” said Rev. 
Steve Waldorf, Vice 
President of the 
GUMF. “Providing 
professional funds 
management 
and investment 
services, 
assisting with 

the establishment of a permanent 
endowment fund, and offering 
resources for forming a cemetery 
association are three ways we can 
help Methodist churches in Georgia 
with the care and upkeep of their 
cemeteries.” n

Sowing seeds of faith for future generationsLegacy                                                                          Visit gumf.org or gumfplannedgiving.org or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.Visit www.gumf.org , email  info@gumf.org  or call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

The GUMF’s “A Legacy of Faith” video, available at www.gumf.org/fm/media, features Liberty UMC’s 
Cemetery. Photos are provided courtesy of Rev. David Wood of GNTV Media Ministry.

Horace (Reggie) 
Wilson Jr.

Rev. Wayne 
Anthony

Susan Watson

Kim Brewer

Frank Dowd

Rev. Steve 
Waldorf,

GUMF Vice 
President



6 Wesley Chapel UMC - The Church with a Servant’s Heart
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N ext year will mark the 150th 
anniversary of Wesley Chapel 
UMC in McDonough, Ga. The 

Church was founded by Brother C.A. 
Kent, Rev. Joe Laney, and Brother 
Lowe Tomlinson. Although the 
vision of planting a new church 
was first ignited while they were 
still slaves, their dream would not 
become a reality until 1867, shortly 
after the Civil War ended. 
   Over the years, the Church 
has undergone name changes, 
relocations, and expansions. Today, 
this award-winning family of faith is 
home to nearly 1,600 members.
   “When we moved into our current 
building in 2003, we brought with 
us five stained glass windows, a 
bell, a chandelier, a communion 
table, three pulpit chairs, and a 
pew. These artifacts bridge the 
gap between the new church and 
the old church,” said Simone W. 
Morton, Chair of the Church’s 
Archives and History Ministry.
   Strong pastoral leadership is a 
hallmark of this predominantly 
African American congregation 
where Rev. William Bert Neal III 
serves as its 48th pastor. “We have 
had two bishops, Bishop Sharma 
Lewis and Bishop Alfred Norris,” 
Mrs. Morton said. “Several of 
our pastors went on to get their 
doctorates, and many of our pastors 
have been active at the Conference 
and District level.”
   A spirit of generosity has been 
passed on through the ages. While 
researching Conference Journals, 
Mrs. Morton discovered the 
Church gave $62 in 1900 to the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. “In 2015, 
we gave $28,000 to the McDonough 
community,” said Rev. Neal. “We 
serve as a resource to people who 
need assistance with rent, power 
bills, gas, and jobs.”
   Eddie Johnson, Treasurer at 
Wesley Chapel UMC, adds, “We are 
not volunteers. We are servants. 
We are called to be like Christ. We
are here to serve our church, 
community, and the world at large 

wherever we can, however we can, 
and in anyway we can.”
   The Church is in the midst of 
its “Dream. Dare. Live.” debt 
reduction campaign. “We have 
5.5 acres of undeveloped land 
behind our church. There is an 
opportunity to provide something 
to the community by way of a 
multipurpose field, picnic pavilion, 
walking fields, a preschool academy, 
or a food pantry. We are on the 
front end of partnering with the 
Methodist Children’s Home on their 
Foster Care Ministry, as well as 
trying to do more with our Health 
and Welfare, and Transportation 
Ministries,” Rev. Neal said. “Paying 
off the mortgage is critical to 
undergirding new and existing 
ministries. It becomes difficult to do 
ministry when you don’t have the 
financial resources. From a spiritual 
standpoint, community outreach 
allows people to be able to connect 
to what it means to represent the 
hands and feet of Jesus Christ. By 
freeing up the capital to have more 
resources, it adds to our spiritual 
well-being.”
   In 2014, Wesley Chapel UMC 
chose the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation to manage 
its investment funds. This decision 
is helping the Church achieve its 
spiritual and financial goals.
   “We began conversations with 

the GUMF when we were looking 
to earn a better return on our 
investments. Most of our monies 
were invested in either a money 
market account or CDs. Since 
interest rates have come down over 
the years, we were earning less 
and less,” explained Daniel Morton, 
Finance Committee Chair at Wesley 
Chapel UMC. “We decided to invest 
in the GUMF’s Equity Fund. We are 
pleased with the higher returns 
and also have a better comfort 
level because the GUMF follows 
the same Socially Responsible 
Investment Principles as The United 
Methodist Church.”
   In 2016, Wesley Chapel UMC 
refinanced its existing loan with 
the GUMF. “The foundation’s lower 
interest rate saves us $7,200 each 
year, gives us relief from the budget, 
and allows us to invest those 
monies back into ministry,” Mr. 
Morton said.
   “With the GUMF, we were able 
to find a home for our funds to 
optimize growth,” Mr. Johnson 
adds. “The foundation’s interest 
rates exceeded anything we were 
able to find in the marketplace and 
that includes commercial lenders, 
financial institutions, and credit 
unions. They were the best around. 
That is why we chose to go with 
the foundation.” n

Wesley Chapel UMC leadership pictured left to right, Rev. William Bert Neal III,  
Treasurer Eddie Johnson, Archives and History Ministry Chair Simone W. Morton, 
and Finance Chair Daniel Morton
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10 Reasons to Switch Your GUMF Subscriptions to Digital
1.  Convenience! Read our latest news on your  
 computer,  smartphone or tablet anytime and   
 anywhere.

2.  Gain instant access. Why wait for your news 
 to be delivered to your mailbox?

3.  Your digital copy will never get lost or damaged   
 in the mail.

4.  Read an article you really like? You can forward 
 it to your friends.

5.  Have questions about one of our ministries?   
 Helpful links are just a “click” away.

6.  Reduce paper clutter and the amount of    
 materials you need to recycle.
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Digital Publications

Faith & Money: Summer, Fall, Winter eNewsletter
GiftLegacy: Weekly Charitable Gift Planning eNewsletter
GiftLaw: Weekly Charitable Gift Planning eNewsletter for 
Financial Advisors
Annual Report

SOWING SEEDS OF FAITH FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

Faith & Money
Faith & Money: Summer, 
Fall, and Winter eNewsletter 
plus Special Announcements

Annual Report

GiftLegacy: Weekly Charitable 
Gift Planning eNewsletter

GiftLaw: Weekly Charitable 
Gift Planning eNewsletter for 
Financial Advisors

7.  Digital subscriptions, like your print subscriptions,  
 are also FREE!

8.  Experience peace of mind knowing you are being 
 a good steward of God’s resources.

9.  If half of our nearly 19,000 readers switch to 
 digital subscriptions, it would save over 
 $16,500 each year!

✓ ✓ ✓

10.  Making the switch from print to digital is  
 easier than you think! To enroll, select the 
 digital publications you would like to receive 
 from the list below, and then call 770-449-6726 
 or 877-220-5664, email info@gumf.org or visit 
 www.gumf.org/stay-connected.
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Got Cash to Invest?

If you have cash to invest, now is the perfect time 
to purchase certificates from the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation. Check out our latest 

rates below!

Investment Services to help churches and ministries 
manage and grow funds in a socially responsible 
manner.

Certificate Program to help churches, ministries and 
individuals earn higher returns than similar instruments.

Loans (at favorable rates) to churches and ministries.

Grants and Scholarships to support vital ministries 
and future leaders of the Church.

Planned Giving Strategies to provide education 
that allows individuals to develop planned giving 
strategies to benefit their families, as well as 
United Methodist churches and ministries. 

Wills Clinic to help churches assist their members 
in preparing wills and other healthcare documents.

Endowments and Legacy Ministry Training to 
establish a permanent source of income to 
support a church’s ministry programs.

Georgia United Methodist Foundation Ministries

PO Box 922087
Peachtree Corners, GA 30010-2087
770-449-6726 • 877-220-5664
www.gumf.org • info@gumf.orgRate Term

2.50% 4-Year Certificate

2.10% 3-Year Certificate

1.50% 2-Year Certificate

1.30% 1-Year Certificate

   “While the GUMF is not FDIC insured, we haven’t 
lost a single penny of our depositor’s money since 
we first started issuing certificates in 2008. Even 
throughout the recession, the GUMF did not 
need assistance from the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program (TARP), which bailed out banks during 
the subprime mortgage crisis,” said Rev. Keith E. 
Lawder, President/CEO of the GUMF. “The rates 
we pay are generally significantly higher than 
what’s available in similar short-term fixed rate 
investments such as CDs. The added bonus is that 
these investments are used to provide funding for 
loans to churches and ministries in Georgia that 
wish to refinance debt, build, expand or renovate 
facilities. It’s truly a win for Methodists with 
extra cash to invest and a win for our Methodist 
churches that need financing for projects.” n

Certificate Program FAQs
1. What investment options 
does the Certificate Program 
offer? 
Investors may purchase Term 
Certificates of one, two, three, 
or four years’ maturity.
2. Who can invest?
Methodist clergy, laity, 
churches, and entities in 
Georgia may invest.
3. What is the minimum 
investment? 
The minimum investment is 
$5,000.

4. Why should I invest? 
You receive higher returns 
than similar instruments, and 
your investment provides 
funding for loans to churches 
and ministries. 
5. How do I invest?
Obtain a copy of our Offering 
Circular and a Certificate 
Application by calling the 
GUMF at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664, emailing 
info@gumf.org or visiting our 
website at www.gumf.org.


